
CAN-AM  BUILDING SUPPLY
Drive Thru Pick Up Service!

Call ahead with your list of goodies
and it will be ready for pick up.

We also deliver.
Phone: 604-580-1415

Fax: 604-580-1528
can-ambuildingsupply@shaw.ca

WE BUY RECORDS
Hemingway’s

33765 Essendene Ave.
Abbotsford - 604-855-1894

hemibooks@yahoo.com
We make housecalls

ANNOUNCE
YOUR EVENT OR
CELEBRATION!

SELL
YOUR STUFF!

RENT
YOUR PLACE!

Use our online self
serve to place your
online/print combo
or online only ad!

FREE options
available

Go to
classifieds

.vancouversun
andprovince.com

ANTIQUE QALL
ART BY Cheng-Wu

Fei
19"W,28"T.$35.00
Call: 604-802-2984

Coffee & Tea
Silverplate Set

5 Piece set $225.00
604-799-7324
Harrison Lake

LIMITED EDITION
BY GAIL ADAMS

.35"W,29"T.TIGRE
$75.00 Call: 604-802
-2984

MODERN UNIQUE
WALL ART

21"x21".Double
glass framed 604-
802-2984

MODERNWALL
ART BY VAN

GOGH
36'W ,24' T. $45.00
Call: 604-802-2984

SILK FLOWERS
GALORE

Perfect for creative
person $55.00 Call:
604-802-2984

WALL ART BY
DAWN

FERNANDEZ
30" W,37"T $65.00
Call: 604-802-2984

Wendy’s Auctions
 looking to buy

Jewery, Art & Chinese
antiques pay cash.we
do consignment sales

& free estimates
778-237-8800

SCHMALZ
AUCTIONS,PA,Sk
Over 1000 items
from local
collectors,money,u-
niqe praire
item.Live online.Get
out app. Sat May 16
10AM,CT

Coach Cracker
Jack Card Case

New $70.00 604-799
-0940 Harrison Lake

Coach Cracker
JackWristlet

New $120.00 604-
799-0940 Harrison
Lake

Coach Disney
Sleeping Beauty

Tote
New $225.00 604-
799-0940 Harrison

David Jones Beige
Tote

Pre-loved $145.00
604-799-0940
Harrison Lake

Maxx of New York
Hobo Bag

Pre-Loved $75.00
604-799-0940
Harrison Lake

FILM
PROJECTORS 8/S8

$125 & $350
604-999-6939

Rabbid Luigi 3''
Figurine-Rabbids
Kingdom Battle

New $25.00 604-799
-0940 Harrison Lake

SLIDE
PROJECTOR

Kodak, Top Model
$225 604-999-6939

Super Mario Maker
Wii

$40.00 Never
Played 604-799-
0940 Harrison Lake

WINEGARD TV
antenna gm700

home,tailgate,travel
SHAWTV $250obo

604-551-0402

2 DESIGNER
PATIO CHAIRS

39"W,32"T,31"D.Cu
shions $375.00 call:
604-802-2984

BRITISH HOSTESS
WARMER has 4

pyrex dishes. $65.00
Call: 604-802-2984

FIVE ANTIQUE
WALL ART

framed. A rare find.
$125.00 Call: 604-
802-2984

NELOORIGINAL
SWEDEN DESIGN

CHAIR
Leather.$375.00
Call: 604-802-2984

PAIR OF CUTE
RECEPTION

CHAIRS
IKEA $55.00 Call:
604-802-2984

PAIR OF HIGHEND
DESIGNER PATIO

CHAIRS
Large. $375.00 Call:
604-802-2984

PAIR OF HIGHEND
PATIO CHAIRS

With cushions $200.
Call: 604-802-2984

Paying TOP Dollar!
Single items or

entire estates. Call
today! 250-886-7335

BATH CHAIR -
POWERED!

Paid $1995, Sell
$750, Can Deliver
Call: 604-999-6939

LIFT CHAIR - AS
NEW

Paid $2795, Sell
$675, Can Deliver.
Call: 604-999-6939

OXYGEN
CONCENTRATOR
Paid $2250, Sell
$750 604-999-6939

ROHOCUSHION
Paid $700, Sell $325
Call: 604-999-6939

ROHOMATTRESS
BASE

Paid $1450, Sell
$575 604-999-6939

SCOOTER -
LOADED!

Paid $2995, Sell
$750, Can Deliver
604-999-6939

SHOP RIDER
WHEEL CHAIR

New batteries. $675.
Call: 604-802-2984

TRANSPORT
WHEEL CHAIR

Light wt.Completely
foldable $115.00
Call: 604-802-2984

WALKER - TOP
MODEL

Paid $569, Sell
$250, Can Deliver
604-999-6939

WHEELCHAIR -
LOADED!

Paid $2950, Sell
$650, Can Deliver
604-999-6939

12 Dinner Plates
red 10" sq. $35.00
Call: 604-535-9924

12 Dinner Plates
white 10" sq. $35.00
Call: 604-535-9924

collector plates
birds, $5

Call: 604-931-1138
jwmurd@shaw.ca

COOKIE JARS
GREAT GIFTS $10.

604-931-1138
jwmurd@shaw.ca

COOKIE TINS
several sizes

$1 - $4 each Call:
604-931-1138

jwmurd@shaw.cca

Mikasa Park Lane
sherbets $10.00
Call: 604-535-9924

shirley temple doll/
book

doll and book $95.00
Call: 604-931-1137
jwmurd@shaw.ca

STEP LADDER
5 ft. ALUM.

painting, hanging
picture, etc. $35
604-551-0402

TIGER TORCH
NEW WITH HOSE
AND PART FULL
PROPANE CYL $75
Call: 604-551-0402

ROLEX CARTIER
PATEK 

Buying Swiss
Watches and

Diamonds over 1 ct
www.mtcwatches.ca

604-785-7881

NGAUGE
STRAIGHT TRACK
$20.00 8 pieces 604-
799-7324 Harrison

Lake

White Ford Vinyl
SunWindow Cover
$25.00 Good 10.4 x
32 604-799-7324
Harrison Lake

White Ford Vinyl
SunWindow Cover
$25.00 Good 10.4 x
32 604-7997324
Harrison Lake

GOLF BALLS
like new 5 dollars a
dozen and up $5.00
Call: 604-325-7837

HOCKEY BAGS
GALOREWITH

WHEELS
Grit & CCM $45.00
Call: 604-802-2984

Ladies aluminum
bike fenders, rack,
stand $275.00
Call: 604-298-6275

MVAWITNESS
NEEDED Feb15, 20,
11:15 amMaryhill

Bypass wb &
PittRiver Rd, PoCo
Hit&Run;. Black
SUV cutoff Ford
F350 Lariat Crewcab
AB plate BGW6494
causing rollover &
collision w/ Jeep
roy@acumenlaw.ca

Lost Cat $$$ DLH
Neut. Male Light
Grey/White/Tan mix.
28th and Rupert
MAX 604-434-1988

Found a scarf in
Shoppers Drug
Mart in High
gate Mall.

Call to identify
778-896-4629

Seeking owner of
a timid spotted

tabby cat in Grifith
and Spearling area
for a few months
call 778-896-4629

Roommate for shared
accom. 1bd $850 util.

W/D incld. 5 min.
from Coqu. Mall Fully
Furn. Ref. Req. N/S/P

Call 604-552-9644

The whistler
waterproofing co.
All assets for sale,
14 ft cargo trailer
Graco 833 pump
200 ft hoses and all
related equipment
Call: 604-698-1000
Whisbob@yahoo.ca

Camy Properties
Ltd.

 RETAIL
STORES

•9587-128th st 1750 sf
•4510 Victoria 1500 sf

OFFICE
     •  3316 Kingsway
        1317-1880 sf

PLEASE CALL
(604)267-0602

ERIC HONG TAI
(604) 671-8507

$3 million 1st
mortgage for sale
at 9.5%Well
established 220 slip
f/w marina with dev
ptl. 2020
assessment $7.35
million. 40% LTV.
Call: 604-671-7352

Anyone knowing the
whereabouts of Desmond
Jack please call collect
Louise Tremblay at
613-747-7800 extension
2057

NOTICE OF
BANKRUPTCY AND
FIRST MEETING OF

CREDITORS
(Subsection 102(4))

IN THE MATTER OF
THE BANKRUPTCY

OF EMG
EXPERIENTIAL
MEDIA GROUP

(CANADA) CORP.

NOTICE is hereby given
that EMG Experiential
Media Group (Canada)
Corp. of #110 - 11888
Featherstone Way
Richmond BC, V6W
1K9, filed an assignment
into bankruptcy on
the 5th day of May
2020; and that the
First Meeting of
Creditors will be held
on the 26th day of
May 2020 at 10:00
o’clock AM, via
teleconference, at +1
(604) 673-4457, conference
ID: 455678341.

Dated at the City of
Vancouver in the
Province of British
Columbia, this 15th
day of May 2020.

KPMG Inc. - Trustee
11th Floor, 777
Dunsmuir St.

Vancouver, BC
V7Y 1K3

Phone: (604) 691-3000 
Fax: (604) 691-3036
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CLASSIFIEDS
PLACE YOUR AD TODAY

CLASSIFIEDS

PHONE: 1-877-699-8222 • EMAIL: CLASSIFIEDS@SUNPROVINCE.COM

CLASSIFIEDS.VANCOUVERSUN.COM

J o a n n a  S l a t e r

in New Delhi

T he 76-year old American 
tourist arrived at the 
hospital in Thimphu, the 
sleepy capital of Bhutan, 

on a cool day in early March.
His symptoms were perplexing. 

He complained of stomach trouble 
and breathlessness, but his vital 
signs were normal. There was one 
exception: The level of oxygen in 
his blood was so low that doctors 
thought the monitor was malfunc-
tioning. On a hunch, they decided 
to test him for the novel corona-
virus.

Bert Hewitt, a retiree with a 
passion for hiking, would be-
come the first confirmed corona-
virus case in Bhutan, a country 
of 780,000 people nestled in the 
world’s highest mountains and 
famous for its pursuit of “gross na-
tional happiness.”

Hewitt’s prognosis was not 
good. He had high blood pres-
sure, and he was a cancer survivor 
whose spleen had been removed, 
compromising his immune sys-
tem. His condition deteriorated 
rapidly.

In other ways, however, Hewitt 
would turn out to be exceptionally 
lucky. His case received personal 
attention from Bhutan’s beloved 
king. He was evacuated back to 
the United States in a Gulfstream 
jet outfitted with a biocontain-
ment unit. The 13,000-kilometre 
journey was so complex that Sec-
retary of State Mike Pompeo later 
singled it out for praise — especial-
ly because the patient was “frankly 
expected to die.”

Hewitt’s survival is also a source 
of pride in Bhutan, a young democ-
racy where the monarchy remains 
revered. The command “from his 
majesty was to really take care of 
him,” said Dechen Wangmo, the 
country’s health minister. “The 
whole nation was, I think, praying 
for Bert.”

Hewitt’s odyssey began in 
mid-February. He and his partner, 
Sandi Fischer, a 59-year-old psych-
ologist from Los Angeles, planned 
to travel around India and Bhutan. 
They took a weeklong cruise down 
the Brahmaputra River in north-
eastern India, stopping in small 
villages.

On the last night of the cruise, 

the staff prepared a sumptuous 
banquet, but Hewitt’s appetite had 
vanished. He could not eat a bite.

To reach Bhutan, Hewitt and 
Fischer flew north toward an un-
broken line of Himalayan peaks, 
then descended into the valley 
that is home to the country’s only 
international airport.

Hewitt’s gastrointestinal prob-
lems worsened, he said, and he felt 
breathless. After an outing to the 
town of Punakha, where the pair 
mingled with locals at an annual 
festival, Hewitt could barely walk 
from the car to a café for a cup of 
tea.

At first, doctors in Thimphu be-
lieved Hewitt had a stomach bug. 
On March 4, he returned to the 
hospital. Within 24 hours, there 
was an answer: coronavirus.

For the Bhutanese authorities, 
it meant the threat they feared 
had arrived. Health officials 
rushed to trace Hewitt’s contacts. 

King Jigme Khesar Namgyel 
Wangchuck oversaw the process 
in person, staying through the 
night, said Dechen Wangmo, the 
health minister.

By the next morning, 73 direct 
contacts were moved to quaran-
tine facilities. Another 225 in-
direct contacts were told to isolate 
at home. In the northeastern Indi-
an state of Assam, health author-
ities traced nearly 600 people, in-
cluding the staff of the river boat.

Hewitt and Fischer were moved 
to a new wing of Thimphu’s main 
hospital, which is named after 
Jigme Dorji Wangchuk, a previous 
king. The current monarch sent 
Hewitt a pair of blue silk pyjamas 
and a bedspread.

The king constantly inquired 
as to the couple’s well-being. In a 
call with Fischer, he said he hoped 
to speak with Hewitt, a physicist 
by training, about black holes one 
day. “He was lovely and very solici-
tous and kind,” Fischer said. She 

also heard from Bhutan’s prime 
minister, Lotay Tshering, who is 
himself a doctor. Strangers sent 
letters and flowers to the hospital.

From his room, Hewitt could 
see a line of white Buddhist prayer 
flags fluttering on a ridge. Despite 
the efforts of a dedicated team of 
doctors and nurses, he became 
increasingly ill. The X-rays of his 
lungs were “horrendous,” Fischer 
said.

A doctor told Hewitt that the 
only option was to place him on 
a ventilator. It would be the last 
thing he remembered for 10 days.

Back home, Hewitt’s children 
were frantic. His elder daughter 
reached out to the government for 
help getting her father home. Wil-
liam Walters, deputy chief medical 
officer for operations at the State 
Department, approached Phoe-
nix Air, an air charter company in 
Georgia with expertise in medical 
evacuations.

The nearest aircraft with a bio-
containment unit was in Nairobi. 
It flew to Bhutan with a crew that 
included a nurse and a paramedic, 
a Phoenix executive told a Georgia 
newspaper. Fischer watched from 
a hospital window as Hewitt, still 
on a ventilator, was wheeled into 
a waiting ambulance. She thought 
she would never see him again.

The jet stopped in Kolkata, 
India; Dubai; the Greek island of 
Crete; Paris; and Newfoundland 
to refuel and take on fresh crew 
members. None of them were al-
lowed to leave the aircraft during 
the journey because they were 
transporting a contagious patient, 
the Phoenix executive said.

Early on March 14, more than 
30 hours after the jet departed 
Bhutan, it landed in Maryland. 
Hewitt was transferred to the Uni-
versity of Maryland Medical Cen-
ter in Baltimore, where his eldest 
daughter is the director of care 
management. 

Hewitt was on a ventilator for 10 
days. His first memory is waking 
up with someone pressing on his 
head and calling his name. Hewitt 
said that a doctor there told him 
that “whatever they tried in Bhutan 
probably saved your life.”

Hewitt believes he came with-
in a few days of dying. He is at a 
loss to explain his recovery. “I still 
think it’s a miracle I survived,” he 
said.

The Washington Post

American’s life-saving 
rescue from Bhutan
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PHOTO: SANDI FISCHER

Bert Hewitt and Sandi Fischer travelled to India and Bhutan when Hewitt fell ill with the coronavirus. 
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