
Are all the trustees UK resident?

Has the trust purchased shares in a 

UK company, a foreign company 

with a UK share register, an option 

to buy shares, rights arising from 

shares already owned or an interest 

in shares in such a company?

Is at least one trustee UK resident?

Has the trust purchased property or 

land in the UK in the tax year?

Does the trust receive "excluded / 

disregarded" UK source income not 

covered by trust expenses e.g. UK 

dividends or bank interest?

Does the trust receive UK source 

income that is not "excluded / 

disregarded" income that gives rise 

to a UK tax liability e.g. UK rental 

profits?

Does the trust directly hold UK 

assets?

Does the trust have a UK tax 

liability?

Was the settlor UK resident and 

domiciled when the trust was 

created/funded?

Are there UK resident beneficiaries?

Does an inheritance tax liability 

arise in the tax year e.g. the trust's 

10 year anniversary falls within the 

tax year or UK assets have been 

distributed by the trustees? Does 

the trust have a UK non-resident 

capital gains tax liability e.g. as a 

result of selling any UK residential 

property?

Was Stamp Duty Land Tax payable, 

or Scottish Land and Buildings 

Transaction Tax?

Was Stamp Duty Reserve Tax 

payable?

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No registration 

required but 

accurate up-to-date 

records of the 

beneficial owners 

must be maintained.

Trustees must 

register the trust 

using HMRC's Trust 

Registration Service

No obligation to maintain a register of beneficial ownership or file information with HMRC

Which trusts have to register using 
HMRC’s Trust Registration Service?
January 2018

Yes
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Registration deadlines

2016/17 Tax 

payable

Does the trust 

have a UK tax 

reference?

Registration 

deadline

Income tax 

and CGT

No 5 January 2018

Yes 31 January 2018

IHT, SDLT 

and SDRT

No 31 January 2018

Yes 31 January 2018

Later 

years

Tax 

payable

Does the trust

have a UK tax 

reference?

Registration 

deadline

Income tax 

and CGT

No 5 October following 

the end of the tax year

Yes 31 January following 

the end of the tax year

IHT, SDLT 

and SDRT

No 31 January following 

the end of the tax year

Yes 31 January following 

the end of the tax year

Please note that the above is for guidance only and does not cover 

all situations and as such cannot be relied upon. Formal tax advice 

should be obtained if you are in any doubt as to whether a trust 

should register using HMRC's Trust Registration Service.
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