
 

 

 

Simpler Australian transfer pricing requirements 

New Zealand companies with trans-Tasman operations should benefit from recent 
Australian Tax Office (“ATO”) guidance simplifying Australian transfer pricing 
transfer pricing record keeping requirements.  

The aim is to reduce compliance costs for smaller businesses and to ensure that 
the ATO allocates its audit resources appropriately to higher risk transactions and 
businesses.  

This follows changes last year when the ATO toughened its approach to transfer 
pricing, including introducing more comprehensive (onerous) transfer pricing 
documentation requirements. You can read more about those developments here.  

Who qualifies? 

In recognition of the additional compliance burden, the ATO has taken conciliatory 
steps by simplifying transfer pricing record keeping requirements for:   

• Small taxpayers – businesses (or groups) with a turnover of less than A$25 
million.  

• Distributors – distributors (or groups) with turnover of less than A$50 million and 
a profit before tax ratio of at least 3%. 

• Low value intra-group services – where the value is less than A$1 million or less 
than 15% of total expenses or revenue. 

• Low value loans – where total related-party loan balances are less than A$50 
million.  

However, Australian operations that would otherwise meet one (or more) of the 
above criteria will NOT be eligible for relief if: 

• Incurring losses for more than three consecutive years.  

• Involved in transactions with entities in certain (low or no tax) jurisdictions. 

• Undergoing a business restructuring. 

• Engaging in cross-border related-party transactions involving intellectual property (e.g. royalties or licence fees) or 
research and development.    

What are the simplified requirements?   

The ATO guidance reduces the need to prepare detailed transfer pricing documentation if the eligibility requirements 
above are met and, importantly, emphasises that ATO audit resources will not be allocated to these ‘low risk’ taxpayers 
and transactions.  

In relation to intra-group services, under the guidance, the ATO will accept a mark-up of up to 7.5% for services provided 
to an Australian business and 7.5% or more for services provided by that business.  

For low-value related party loans received by an Australian business, the ATO will accept an interest rate that is no more 
than the Reserve Bank of Australia (“RBA”) indicator lending rate for ‘small business; variable; residential-secured; term’. 
The loan must also be AUD denominated.  
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For eligible Australian 
businesses, there will be 
a reduced need to 
prepare detailed 
documentation and, 
importantly, a lower risk 
of audit.  

 

The simpler requirements 
should provide relief for 
New Zealand businesses 
looking to expand into 
Australia or those with 
small Australian 
distribution functions. 
(The low value intra-group 
service and loan ‘safe 
harbours’ will however be 
applicable for larger 
taxpayers as well.) 
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It should be noted that the simplified requirements do not eliminate the need for an Australian taxpayer to conduct 
business with its offshore related parties (such as its NZ parent) on an arm’s length basis or to file an International 
Dealings Schedule (“IDS”), if required, with the ATO. Instead, eligible Australian businesses will need to disclose in their 
IDS the simplified record keeping option(s) that have been adopted.  

This new administrative practice will be introduced for an initial period for 3 years (i.e. income years commencing from 1 
July 2013 and ending 30 June 2016).  

Full details of the ATO’s new administrative practice can be found here.  

KPMG comment 

This latest guidance should provide some relief for New Zealand businesses with qualifying Australian operations. 
Typically, these will be New Zealand companies looking to expand into Australia or those with small Australian 
distribution functions. The low value intra-group service and loan ‘safe harbours’ will however be applicable for larger 
taxpayers as well, if the service value/loan balance conditions are met.  

By way of comparison with New Zealand, the ATO’s administrative concession for intra group services is slightly wider 
than Inland Revenue’s administrative practice, which allows for mark-ups of up to 7.5% on non-core services charges up 
to NZ$600,000. New Zealand will still require documentation for amounts in excess of this safe harbour value.  

For related party loans, Inland Revenue will accept a spread of up to 200 basis points above an appropriate base rate 
(typically this will be a NZ Bank Bill rate) for loans up to NZ$10 million. Based on current interest rates, an Australia 
subsidiary would be able to borrow up to A$50 million for one year from its New Zealand parent at a rate of up to 7.1% 
(the current RBA small business lending rate), under the ATO’s administrative guidance. In comparison, under the Inland 
Revenue’s administrative approach, the applicable interest rate on outbound loans up to NZ$10 million must not be less 
than 4.5%.  

The potential for a mismatch should be noted if the loan is in NZD as the Australian safe harbour only applies to AUD 
denominated loans, unlike the NZ safe harbour. In this particular example, assuming the loan is in AUD, the transfer 
pricing requirements in both countries would be met for loan balances less than around A$9 million (which converts to 
less than NZ$10 million at current exchange rates). However, foreign exchange rate movements may result in the NZ 
safe harbour ceasing to applying if the converted loan value exceeds NZ$10 million at any time. There is also scope for 
the two administrative practices to come into conflict if Australian interest rates drop (or NZ rates rise).  

Inland Revenue is planning to review its administrative practices on service charges and low value loans in 2015. 
Furthermore, Inland Revenue is preparing revised guidance on its transfer pricing focus for the next two years, which will 
set out its compliance priorities. The statement is likely to be issued in early 2015. 

The Australian simplification measures do not waive or limit the operation of the law and there is still the overriding 
requirement for Australian taxpayers to ‘assess [their] compliance with the transfer pricing rules’. It is not clear how this 
should be evidenced. Potentially, completing the IDS disclosure and electing the simplified option(s) will mean the 
relevant assessment has been made. In our view, best practice would be for New Zealand businesses to maintain 
appropriate documentation explaining how their Australian operations meet the eligibility criteria. This does not have to 
be an onerous exercise. It should cover the nature of the Australian business, its turnover and expenses and, in the case 
of intra-group services and loans, the key terms, interest rate/mark-ups applied, and cost base and benefits received (in 
the case of service charges).  

New Zealand businesses should also bear in mind that they will still need to comply with domestic transfer pricing 
requirements.  

Transfer pricing record keeping for non-eligible taxpayers 

For those not eligible for the simplified record keeping requirements discussed above, the ATO has finalised its view on 
the transfer pricing documentation that will need to be mainlined to establish a ‘reasonably arguable position’. Complying 
with this standard is necessary to reduce penalties, in case of a transfer pricing adjustment.   

Further guidance has also been provided on the new transfer pricing ‘reconstruction’ powers available to the ATO. The 
ATO has indicated that the analysis of the potential reconstruction does not need to be extensive, for simple transfer 
pricing transactions for which comparable third party transactions exist. This reinforces the view that commercial and 
financial relations are relevant when determining arms-length conditions.  
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This ATO’s finalised view on transfer pricing documentation and reconstruction is available here.  

KPMG comment  

The additional guidance on how the ATO will look to apply its new transfer pricing documentation and reconstruction 
powers is welcome. KPMG Australia’s commentary on these development is available here.  

From a New Zealand perspective, the latest guidance does little to mitigate the additional compliance costs for Australian 
operations of New Zealand businesses which do not fit within the small taxpayer or distributor framework above. For 
those businesses, the legal form and substance of Australian arrangements will need to be regularly monitored for 
mismatches. It will not be possible to treat the preparation of Australian transfer pricing documentation as an irregular 
event.  

We consider it best practice to consider the Australian transfer pricing position in tandem with the New Zealand position, 
to ensure both are consistent, well supported and regularly documented. 

Further information 

If you would like to discuss these Australian transfer pricing developments in greater detail, please contact your regular 
KPMG advisor or: 

Kim Jarrett 
Partner – Transfer Pricing  
Phone: +64 9 363 3532 
E-mail: kmjarrett@kpmg.co.nz 

 

kpmg.com/nz 

twitter.com/KPMGNZ 

 

© 2015 KPMG, a New Zealand partnership and a member firm of the KPMG network of 
independent member firms affiliated with KPMG International Cooperative ("KPMG 
International"), a Swiss entity. All rights reserved. Printed in New Zealand. 

The information contained herein is of a general nature and is not intended to address the 
circumstances of any particular individual or entity. Although we endeavour to provide 
accurate and timely information, there can be no guarantee that such information is 
accurate as of the date it is received or that it will continue to be accurate in the future. No 
one should act on such information without appropriate professional advice after a thorough 
examination of the particular situation. 

The KPMG name, logo and “cutting through complexity” are registered trademarks or 
trademarks of KPMG International. 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


