
  

 

 

 

 

  

On 13 March 2020, the Minister 
of Health announced a state 
of epidemic threat in Poland. 

A state of epidemic threat is a legal 
situation announced within a given 
area with respect to a threat 
of an epidemic outbreak, 
in order to introduce suitable 
countermeasures. The state 
of epidemic threat has been declared 
in accordance with article 46 of the 
act on countering and combating 
infections and infectious diseases 
in people.  

Four categories of restrictions have 
been introduced. 

Reinstating border controls 

Starting from Sunday, 15 March 
2020, a 10-day period 
of prohibition on entering the 
territory of Poland for foreigners 
has been introduced.  

Not all foreigners will be covered 
by the restriction. Some may still 
enter Poland – these include: 

• spouses of Polish citizens; 

• children of Polish citizens; 

• individuals in possession 
of ‘Karta Polaka’; 

• diplomats; 

• foreigners driving a vehicle 
intended for transporting goods; 

• individuals having the right 
to stay in Poland on a permanent 
or temporary basis (having 
been issued relevant permits) 
or having a valid work permit 
to perform work in Poland. 

Citizens of Poland will be able 
to return to Poland by means 
of road vehicles (including cars 
and buses). Returning charter 
flights with Polish citizens will 
also be allowed back into the 
country.  

Those on board will be 
subjected to a 14-day home 
quarantine. 

Several exceptions to this rule 
will be applied: 

• individuals in border areas, 
who reside in Poland, but 
perform work in the 
neighbouring country; 

• road transport drivers 
(e.g. bus drivers). 

These individuals will not 
be subject to the aforementioned 
quarantine period.  

Starting 15 March, all 
international flight and railway 
connections are suspended. 
Borders will remain open for 
exchange of goods, however 
domestic flights and railway 
routes remain open. 

Restrictions in operation 
of shopping centres/malls 

All shops located in shopping 
centres (malls) shall remain 
closed with the exception 
of grocery shops, pharmacies 
and selected service points 
(e.g. laundries). These 
restrictions do not apply to shops 
located outside of shopping 
centres (malls).  

Closure of restaurants, bars 
and pubs 

Restaurants, cafes, bars and 
pubs may still sell food, but 
consumption on site is prohibited 
– as such ordering for home 
delivery will be possible. 

Prohibition of public 
gatherings exceeding 
50 individuals 

This restriction applies universally 
to all locations wherein people 
may gather. The restriction thus 
applies to any public events, 
festivities, demonstrations, 
marches and religious events. 

In addition, three decrees of the 
Ministry of Internal Affairs and 
Administration and the Council 
of Ministers (government) have 
been announced on the 
reinstatement of border controls 
and individuals crossing the 
borders of Poland being internal 
borders of the Schengen area, 
and the temporary suspension 
or restriction of cross-border 
movement through certain 
border-crossing points of Poland, 
as well as on restrictions 
in aviation travel. The decrees 
include, among others, a list 
of border-crossing points 
facilitating entry into Poland. 

Detailed information may be 
found under 
www.gov.pl/web/coronavirus 
as well as in the relevant 
decrees.  

 

March 2020 

State of epidemic threat in Poland – restrictions 
introduced 
 

http://www.gov.pl/web/coronavirus


The information contained herein is of a general nature and is not intended to address the circumstances of any particular individual or entity. Although 
we endeavour to provide accurate and timely information, there can be no guarantee that such information is accurate as of the date it is received 
or that it will continue to be accurate in the future.  
No one should act on such information without appropriate professional advice after a thorough examination of the particular situation.  
The KPMG name and logo are registered trademarks or trademarks of KPMG International. 
 
© 2020 KPMG Tax M.Michna sp.k., a Polish limited partnership and a member firm of the KPMG network of independent member firms affiliated 
with KPMG International Cooperative (“KPMG International”), a Swiss entity. All rights reserved. 

kpmg.pl 

 

 

  
KPMG Offices 
 
Warsaw 
ul. Inflancka 4a 
00-189 Warsaw 
Tel. : +48 22 528 11 00 
Fax:  +48 22 528 10 09 
kpmg@kpmg.pl 
 

Kraków 
ul. Opolska 114 
31-323 Kraków 
Tel. : +48 12 424 94 00 
Fax:  +48 12 424 94 01 
krakow@kpmg.pl 
 

Poznań 
ul. Roosevelta 22 
60-829 Poznań 
Tel. : +48 61 845 46 00 
Fax:  +48 61 845 46 01 
poznan@kpmg.pl 
 

Wrocław 
ul. Szczytnicka 11 
50-382 Wrocław 
Tel. : +48 71 370 49 00 
Fax:   +48 71 370 49 01 
wroclaw@kpmg.pl 
 

 

 
 
Gdańsk 
al. Zwycięstwa 13a  
80-219 Gdańsk 
Tel. : +48 58 772 95 00 
Fax:  +48 58 772 95 01 
gdansk@kpmg.pl 
 

Katowice 
ul. Francuska 36 
40-028 Katowice 
Tel. : +48 32 778 88 00 
Fax:  +48 32 778 88 10 
katowice@kpmg.pl 
 

Łódź 
ul. Składowa 35 
90-127 Łódź 
Tel. : +48 42 232 77 00 
Fax:  +48 42 232 77 01 
lodz@kpmg.pl 

mailto:poznan@kpmg.pl
mailto:wroclaw@kpmg.pl
mailto:katowice@kpmg.pl

