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The European Parliament votes
to impose visas for US
nationals

EU member states may impose visas for US
nationals

The European Parliament (EP) voted on Thursday 2 March
2017 in favour of the resolution by the Civil Liberty Commission
to require the European Commission to apply the reciprocity
mechanism and to impose visas on US nationals, because the
US authorities still require visas from citizens of five EU
member states; Bulgaria, Cyprus, Croatia, Poland and
Romania. (The U.S.’s Visa Waiver program does not apply for
these countries).

The European Commission is now required to give notification
to the U.S. authorities within 2 months of the EP’s vote, that it
intends to apply the principle of reciprocity. The U.S. then has
a further 24 months to lift the visa requirement on nationals of
the five member states or face the imposition of a visa
requirement on U.S. nationals travelling to E.U. countries.

On 12 April 2014, the European Commission gave notification
to the U.S. authorities of the reciprocity principle. According to
EU legislation, this could have been followed up by the
imposition of visas for U.S. nationals from 12 April 2016.
However, this did not happen, and consequently the EP’s vote
is a reaction to this impasse.
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Issue 67

Parlamentul European solicita
impunerea de vize pentru
cetatenii SUA

Statele membre ale UE ar putea impune vize
cetatenilor americani

Parlamentul European a votat joi, 2 martie 2017, rezolutia
Comisiei de Libertati Civile pentru a determina Comisia
Europeana sa aplice mecanismul de reciprocitate si astfel sa
impuna vize cetatenilor americani ca urmare a faptului ca
cetatenilor a cinci state ale Uniunii Europene (Bulgaria, Cipru,
Croatia, Polonia si Roménia) nu li se aplica programul Visa
Waiver fiindu-le solicitata viza pentru a calatori in SUA. Astfel,
Comisia Europeana are termen doua luni sa aplice principiul
reciprocitatii.

Conform mecanismului de reciprocitate al vizelor, daca SUA
nu va ridica cerintele de viza in cel mult 24 de luni de la
notificarea non-reciprocitatii, Comisia Europeana va putea
impune vize cetatenilor americani. in vederea impunerii de
vize, Comisia Europeana va trebuie sa emita un act delegat.

Solidaritatea europarlamentarilor pe tema impunerii de vize
cetatenilor americani are la baza regulile Uniunii Europene
care cer tratament egal pentru toti membrii ei. Desi Comisia
Europeana a transmis in data de 12 aprilie 2014 partii
americane o notificare pe baza de non-reciprocitate aceasta a
amanat luarea unei decizii privind impunerea de vize desi o
putea face inca din 12 aprilie 2016.
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