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Editor’s note

This note is produced by the KPMG Center for Healthcare Regulatory
Insight and is intended to be short and succinct, less than 360 words,
to provide a digestible bite of news relevant to our clients and
practices. Links are provided to source material (proposed and final
regulations, agency guidance and press releases, reports, research,
etc.) when available.

In order to continue receiving ATW 360 in future weeks, you will
need to subscribe to our mailing list here. Please share this email
with colleagues and other interested individuals.

Healthcare regulatory news
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An HHS, Treasury Department, and Labor Department proposed
rule would allow short-term ACA insurance plans up to a year
instead of less than 3 months... CMS updated its coverage policy
for implantable cardiac devices... An FDA final rule increases
requirements for acceptance of data from clinical trials conducted
outside the United States used to support medical device
applications.

The IRS is moving forward with notices to hundreds of companies
facing penalties for failing to comply with the employer mandate...



https://info.kpmg.us/subscribe-to-kpmg-center-for-healthcare-regulatory-insights.html
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2018-02-21/pdf/2018-03208.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2018-02-21/pdf/2018-03208.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/medicare-coverage-database/details/nca-decision-memo.aspx?NCAId=288
https://www.cms.gov/medicare-coverage-database/details/nca-decision-memo.aspx?NCAId=288
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2018-02-21/pdf/2018-03244.pdf
https://www.politico.com/story/2018/02/20/trump-irs-obamacare-fines-tax-penalties-353614?lo=ap_a1
https://info.kpmg.us/subscribe-to-kpmg-center-for-healthcare-regulatory-insights.html

HHS struck more than $10 billion in risk corridor payments
erroneously included in last week’s President’s budget.

GAO reported that many states’ 1115 waiver evaluation reports
lack key results on parts of the demonstrations, and recommended
better evaluation requirements to help inform policy decisions...
Ohio will seek an 1115 waiver that includes a Medicaid work
requirement and Missouri and Alaska may pursue similar plans...
the Virginia House of Delegates proposed a two-year state budget
that expands Medicaid with conservative reforms, including work
requirements and enrollee premium payments; however the state
Senate does not support expansion... Wisconsin plans to apply for
a waiver to establish a reinsurance plan to stabilize its individual
health insurance market.
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Healthcare law and policy news

The House Energy and Commerce committee will hold three hearings
to consider 8 bills aimed at tackling the opioid epidemic, while
BIO called for incentives to develop novel pain medicines.

Mercy Health and Bon Secours Health System announced plans to
merge to create the nation’s fifth largest Catholic health system...
Albertson will acquire Rite Aid, creating a chain with 4,345
pharmacies across 38 states and DC.

A White House Economic Report of the President argues that
Medicare and Medicaid policies, including the Medicaid best
price program, cause pharmaceutical manufacturers to artificially
inflate drug prices, and that meaningful use requirements
contributed to the decline of independent physician practices.

A bipartisan group of governors released a “blueprint” with ideas for
improving health insurance market stability, affordability, and
flexibility... CDC data show that the uninsured rate was 9% in
2017, largely unchanged from 2016, and that 43% of Americans
under 65 with private insurance were enrolled in high-deductible
plans in 2017, up from 39% in 2016 and 25% in 2010.



http://www.modernhealthcare.com/article/20180222/NEWS/180229974/hhs-deletes-budget-request-for-11-5-billion-in-risk-corridor-funding
https://www.gao.gov/assets/690/689506.pdf
http://healthtransformation.ohio.gov/Portals/0/Ohio%20Medicaid%20Work%20Requirements%20FINAL%202-16-2018.pdf
https://www.columbiamissourian.com/news/state_news/following-indiana-and-kentucky-s-lead-missouri-looks-at-medicaid/article_e3932782-1742-11e8-8aa4-cb7c1e38e8f6.html
http://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/374901-alaska-state-lawmakers-look-to-impose-medicaid-work-requirements
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/virginia-politics/virginias-house-republicans-finally-put-their-weight-behind-medicaid-expansion/2018/02/18/382a12c4-14eb-11e8-b681-2d4d462a1921_story.html?utm_term=.e63cb362f900
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/virginia-politics/2018/02/22/a093561c-17f3-11e8-92c9-376b4fe57ff7_story.html?utm_term=.d07ce4404487
http://www.modernhealthcare.com/article/20180221/NEWS/180229983
http://www.modernhealthcare.com/article/20180221/NEWS/180229983
https://www.wsj.com/articles/house-republicans-plan-legislative-hearings-as-first-step-to-fight-opioid-crisis-1519122601
https://energycommerce.house.gov/opioids-legislation/
https://www.bio.org/sites/default/files/BIO_HPCP_Series-Pain_Addiction_2018-02-08.pdf
https://www.wsj.com/articles/bon-secours-and-mercy-health-merger-creates-regional-hospital-giant-1519256967
https://www.wsj.com/articles/bon-secours-and-mercy-health-merger-creates-regional-hospital-giant-1519256967
https://www.forbes.com/sites/brucejapsen/2018/02/22/rite-aids-pbm-becomes-more-attractive-under-albertsons/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/ERP_2018_Final-FINAL.pdf
https://www.governor.pa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/23.02.2018-Bipartisan-Health-Care-Blueprint.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/nhis/earlyrelease/insur201802.pdf
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Questions or comments, please send to us-hcinsight@kpmg.com
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