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Editor’s note 
This note is produced by the KPMG Center for Healthcare Regulatory 
Insight and is intended to be short and succinct, less than 360 words, 
to provide a digestible bite of news relevant to our clients and 
practices. Links are provided to source material (proposed and final 
regulations, agency guidance and press releases, reports, research, 
etc.) when available.  

In order to continue receiving ATW 360 in future weeks, you will 
need to subscribe to our mailing list here. Please share this email 
with colleagues and other interested individuals. 

 

 

 

Healthcare regulatory news 

 
CMS guidance will allow states to require “community 
engagement” such as work, skills training, education or 
volunteering for “able-bodied” Medicaid beneficiaries—Kentucky’s 
waiver was approved today; 9 other states’ work requirement 
waiver requests are pending… Medicare Part D guidance allows 
coverage for new technologies for insulin injection… HHS’ Chief 
Technology Officer said the agency will review existing, “arcane” 
telemedicine payment rules. 
 
CMS announced a voluntary bundled payment model launching in 
October that will qualify as an Advanced APM under the Quality 
Payment Program (QPP)… CMS announced that 561 ACOs now 

  

https://info.kpmg.us/subscribe-to-kpmg-center-for-healthcare-regulatory-insights.html
https://www.medicaid.gov/federal-policy-guidance/downloads/smd18002.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/Newsroom/MediaReleaseDatabase/Press-releases/2018-Press-releases-items/2018-01-11.html
https://www.cms.gov/Newsroom/MediaReleaseDatabase/Press-releases/2018-Press-releases-items/2018-01-11.html
http://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/368733-trump-admin-approves-work-requirements-for-kentucky-medicaid-recipients
http://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/368733-trump-admin-approves-work-requirements-for-kentucky-medicaid-recipients
https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Prescription-Drug-Coverage/PrescriptionDrugCovContra/Downloads/Medical-Supplies-Associated-with-the-Injection-of-Insulin.pdf
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/regulatory/hhs-cto-bruce-greenstein-telemedicine-reimbursement-cms-fda-innovation
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/regulatory/hhs-cto-bruce-greenstein-telemedicine-reimbursement-cms-fda-innovation
https://www.cms.gov/Newsroom/MediaReleaseDatabase/Press-releases/2018-Press-releases-items/2018-01-09.html
https://innovation.cms.gov/initiatives/bpci-advanced/
https://innovation.cms.gov/Files/fact-sheet/bpci-advanced-generalfs.pdf
https://data.cms.gov/Special-Programs-Initiatives-Medicare-Shared-Savin/Performance-Year-2018-Medicare-Shared-Savings-Prog/28n4-k8qs
https://info.kpmg.us/subscribe-to-kpmg-center-for-healthcare-regulatory-insights.html


serve 10.5 million beneficiaries in the Medicare Shared Savings 
Program; 18% of ACOs are in downside risk arrangements, 
including 55 in the newly launched Track 1+… CMS announced that 
the number of issuers in the individual and small group market 
declined from 2,400 to 700… The ONC Draft Trusted Exchange 
Framework includes principles and requirements for effective 
health data sharing.  
 
HHS released its semiannual regulatory agenda… HHS OIG 
announced it would not take enforcement action against drug 
companies providing free prescription drugs to patients in 
government healthcare programs resulting from Caring Voice 
Coalition (CVC) cutting off financial assistance in 2018… the FDA 
plans to streamline development and approval of biosimilars and 
generics, modernize agency processes, and empower consumers 
to make healthy choices.  

 

   

 

Healthcare law and policy news 

 
During his confirmation hearing, HHS Secretary Nominee Alex 
Azar told the Senate Finance Committee he would explore ways 
to reduce prescription drug prices and support mandatory 
demonstrations necessary to promote innovation in payment 
models…  CBO estimated that legislation extending the Children’s 
Health Insurance Program (CHIP) for ten years would decrease 
the deficit by $6 billion; but Congressional support for a 6 year fix 
is growing.  
 
MedPAC voted 14-2 to recommend that Congress scrap the QPP 
MIPS program and replace it with a voluntary value program… 
Hospitals will appeal a federal court decision allowing Medicare 
cuts to 340B drug discount program payments; meanwhile, a 
House Energy and Commerce Committee report calls for 
clarifying the purpose of the 340B program and providing more 
regulatory authority to administer the program… 
ModernHealthcare estimates that healthcare systems dedicated 
1.4% of their operating revenue to charity care in FY2016, about 
the same as FY2015. 

 
   

https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Medicare-Fee-for-Service-Payment/sharedsavingsprogram/Downloads/SSP-2018-Fast-Facts.pdf
http://www.modernhealthcare.com/assets/pdf/CH113870110.PDF
https://www.healthit.gov/sites/default/files/draft-trusted-exchange-framework.pdf
https://www.healthit.gov/sites/default/files/draft-trusted-exchange-framework.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2018-01-12/pdf/2017-28220.pdf
https://oig.hhs.gov/compliance/alerts/guidance/stansel-letter.pdf
https://oig.hhs.gov/compliance/alerts/guidance/stansel-letter.pdf
https://www.fda.gov/downloads/AboutFDA/ReportsManualsForms/Reports/UCM592001.pdf
https://www.fda.gov/downloads/AboutFDA/ReportsManualsForms/Reports/UCM592001.pdf
https://www.finance.senate.gov/hearings/hearing-to-consider-the-nomination-of-the-honorable-alex-michael-azar-ii-of-indiana-to-be-secretary-of-health-and-human-services
https://www.cbo.gov/system/files/115th-congress-2017-2018/costestimate/extendingfundingforthechildrenshealthinsuranceprogramfor10years.pdf
http://www.modernhealthcare.com/article/20180111/NEWS/180119963/medpac-votes-14-2-to-junk-mips-providers-angered
http://www.medpac.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/dec-phys-2017-public.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aha.org/content/18/180109-notice-of-appeal-340b.pdf
https://energycommerce.house.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/20180110Review_of_the_340B_Drug_Pricing_Program.pdf
https://energycommerce.house.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/20180110Review_of_the_340B_Drug_Pricing_Program.pdf
http://www.modernhealthcare.com/article/20180106/NEWS/180109941/charity-care-spending-flat-among-top-hospitals


 

 
 
Questions or comments, please send to us-hcinsight@kpmg.com  

  

    

  
  

Privacy | Legal  
You have received this message from KPMG LLP. If you wish to unsubscribe from Around the 
world of U.S. healthcare in 360 words or less, please click here. If you wish to unsubscribe from 
all KPMG communications, please click here. 
 
KPMG LLP, 3 Chestnut Ridge Road, Montvale, NJ 07645  
 
© 2018 KPMG LLP, a Delaware limited liability partnership and the U.S. member firm of the  
KPMG network of independent member firms affiliated with KPMG International Cooperative 
(“KPMG International”), a Swiss entity. All rights reserved. NDPPS 698390 
 
The KPMG name and logo are registered trademarks or trademarks of KPMG International.  
  

 

  

 

  
 

mailto:us-hcinsight@kpmg.com?subject=Question/Comment:%20Center%20for%20Healthcare%20Regulatory%20Insight
http://www.kpmg.com/US/en/Pages/privacy.aspx
http://www.kpmg.com/US/en/Pages/onlinedisclaimer.aspx
mailto:us-mktnatlmisoptout@kpmg.com?subject=Opt%20Out:%20Around%20the%20world%20of%20U.S.%20healthcare%20in%20360%20words%20or%20less
mailto:us-mktnatlmisoptout@kpmg.com?subject=Opt%20Out:%20All%20Correspondence%20-%20Origin:%20Around%20the%20world%20of%20U.S.%20healthcare%20in%20360%20words%20or%20less

	January 12, 2018 | Issue 2
	Healthcare regulatory news
	Healthcare law and policy news

