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Editor’s note

This note is produced by the KPMG Center for Healthcare Regulatory
Insight and is intended to be short and succinct, less than 360 words,
to provide a digestible bite of news relevant to our clients and
practices. Links are provided to source material (proposed and final
regulations, agency guidance and press releases, reports, research,
etc.) when available.

In order to continue receiving ATW 360 in future weeks, you will
need to subscribe to our mailing list here. Please share this email
with colleagues and other interested individuals.

Healthcare regulatory news
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A CMS proposed rule would exempt 17 states with 85% or more of
their Medicaid patients in managed care plans from reporting
requirements on patient access to fee-for-service care... CMS
finalized a national coverage determination to reimburse
diagnostic genetic sequencing tests for Medicare cancer patients...
An FDA advance notice of proposed rulemaking indicates its intent
to restrict the sale of flavored tobacco products.

Seven Next Generation ACO participants left the program citing
concerns about program policies, including the risk adjustment
methodology.



https://info.kpmg.us/subscribe-to-kpmg-center-for-healthcare-regulatory-insights.html
https://s3.amazonaws.com/public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2018-05898.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/Newsroom/MediaReleaseDatabase/Press-releases/2018-Press-releases-items/2018-03-16.html
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2018-03-21/pdf/2018-05655.pdf
http://www.ajmc.com/newsroom/seven-acos-exit-next-generation-model-blaming-cms-for-unilateral-changes
https://info.kpmg.us/subscribe-to-kpmg-center-for-healthcare-regulatory-insights.html

President Trump formally appointed Robert Redfield, a prominent
AIDS researcher, to be Director of the CDC.
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f— Healthcare law and policy news

Congress passed a $1.3 trillion FY2018 omnibus spending bill to
avert a government shutdown, although President Trump
suggested he may veto it; the ACA stabilization package was not
included in the bill; nor were some pharmaceutical industry
requests such as reversing the donut hole changes made in last
month’s budget bill.

President Trump’s Administration announced plans to address
the opioid epidemic, which include increased enforcement
action, a public awareness campaign, and renewed treatment
and prevention efforts... the Administration plans to announce
proposals to lower drug prices in the coming weeks... meanwhile,
a new poll shows 72% of Americans believe pharmaceutical
companies have too much influence in Washington, and 52%
believe reducing drug prices should be a top priority.

Oregon Governor Kate Brown signed a law requiring
pharmaceutical manufacturers to publicly disclose significant
price increases; while Arkansas Governor Asa Hutchinson signed
into law licensing and other requirements for pharmacy benefit
managers, including a ban on “gag clauses” preventing
pharmacists from telling consumers when drugs are cheaper out-
of-pocket than through insurance... “Gag clause” legislation was
introduced in Congress last week.

The FTC approved the merger of Advocate Health Care and
Aurora Health Care... The Altarum Institute reported that
healthcare spending increased by 4.6% last year, reaching $3.6
trillion... A Pharmacy Benefit Consultants analysis shows
prescription drug list price increases since January 2017,
including 20 drugs with increases greater than 200%... The Robert
Wood Johnson Foundation and Urban Institute reported that
premiums for the cheapest silver plan increased an average of
32% in 2018, with the greatest increase in lowa (117.5%).



https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/21/health/cdc-robert-redfield-aids.html?hp&action=click&pgtype=Homepage&clickSource=story-heading&module=second-column-region&region=top-news&WT.nav=top-news
https://www.politico.com/story/2018/03/22/house-omnibus-spending-bill-479403
https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/977166887493799936
https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/977166887493799936
https://www.alexander.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/b1d925b4-df0d-4938-adfa-c6ba83d21c64/3-19-2018-tam18347.pdf
http://www.modernhealthcare.com/article/20180321/NEWS/180329973
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-trump-combatting-opioid-crisis/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-trump-combatting-opioid-crisis/
http://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/379165-trump-says-proposals-targeting-high-drug-prices-coming-soon
http://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/379165-trump-says-proposals-targeting-high-drug-prices-coming-soon
https://www.kff.org/health-reform/poll-finding/kaiser-health-tracking-poll-march-2018-prescription-drug-pricing-medicare-for-all-proposals/
https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/2018R1/Downloads/MeasureDocument/HB4005/Enrolled
http://www.arkansasonline.com/news/2018/mar/16/state-sway-in-rx-claims-now-law-2018031/
http://www.arkansasonline.com/news/2018/mar/16/state-sway-in-rx-claims-now-law-2018031/
https://www.collins.senate.gov/newsroom/senators-collins-mccaskill-stabenow-lead-bipartisan-group-senators-introducing-legislation
https://www.collins.senate.gov/newsroom/senators-collins-mccaskill-stabenow-lead-bipartisan-group-senators-introducing-legislation
https://www.advocatehealth.com/news/advocate-aurora-health-to-become-10th-largest-health-system-in-the-u.s
https://altarum.org/sites/default/files/uploaded-related-files/SHSS-Spending-Brief_March_2018.pdf
http://www.pharmacybenefitconsultants.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/AWP-Comparison-20161231-to-20180301.pdf
https://www.rwjf.org/content/dam/farm/reports/issue_briefs/2018/rwjf444347
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Questions or comments, please send to us-hcinsight@kpmg.com
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