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Editor’s note

This note is produced by the KPMG Center for Healthcare Regulatory
Insight and is intended to be short and succinct, less than 360 words,
to provide a digestible bite of news relevant to our clients and
practices. Links are provided to source material (proposed and final
regulations, agency guidance and press releases, reports, research,
etc.) when available.

In order to continue receiving ATW 360 in future weeks, you will
need to subscribe to our mailing list here. Please share this email
with colleagues and other interested individuals.

Healthcare regulatory news
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CMS reported that Medicaid spending reached nearly $600 billion
in 2017, and could exceed $1 trillion over the next decade.

OMB began review of an ONC rule to implement parts of the 21
Century Cures Act, including defining information blocking... A
CMS proposed rule aims to reduce or remove Medicare provider
and supplier regulations that are “unnecessary, obsolete, or
excessively burdensome”.



https://info.kpmg.us/subscribe-to-kpmg-center-for-healthcare-regulatory-insights.html
https://www.cms.gov/Research-Statistics-Data-and-Systems/Research/ActuarialStudies/Downloads/MedicaidReport2017.pdf
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=128483
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=201804&RIN=0955-AA01
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=201804&RIN=0955-AA01
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2018-09-20/pdf/2018-19599.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/fact-sheets/medicare-and-medicaid-programs-proposed-regulatory-provisions-promote-program-efficiency-0
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/fact-sheets/medicare-and-medicaid-programs-proposed-regulatory-provisions-promote-program-efficiency-0
https://info.kpmg.us/subscribe-to-kpmg-center-for-healthcare-regulatory-insights.html

FDA is considering a “subscription-based model” to supply
hospitals with antibiotics... FDA launched an education campaign
to reduce e-cigarette use among teenagers.

Healthcare law and policy news

HHS awarded $1 billion in grants to states, communities, and
organizations to address the opioid crisis and is working with
Opiant Pharmaceuticals to develop a fast-acting, intranasal,
overdose drug... SAMHSA reported that 11.4 million Americans
abused opioids in 2017, down from 11.8 million in 2016 and 12.7
million in 2015... AHRQ reported that seniors hospitalized with
opioid-related diagnoses increased more than 50% and opioid-
related ED visits increased more than 100% between 2010 and
2015.

The Senate passed an $8.4 billion opioid package; Congressional
leaders hope to reconcile it with the House version for a final vote next
week; PhARMA is promoting inclusion of a provision to reduce
manufacturer payments for the Part D donut hole... The Senate
passed legislation (98-2) to prohibit pharmacist “gag clauses”... a
bipartisan Senate bill would crack down on surprise billing from
out-of-network providers.

HHS reached HIPAA settlements with three hospitals that allowed
TV crews to film patients without consent... DOJ approved the
$67 billion Cigna-Express Scripts merger.

Athenahealth extended the deadline for potential acquirer bids...
AHA launched an initiative to promote transparency of hospital
savings from the 340B drug discount program... 46brooklyn
reports that some generic drug prices, including for those most
frequently prescribed, are declining...The National Quality Forum
released its first quality measures for rural hospitals and
ambulatory care facilities.

A Health Affairs study found that per-person healthcare spending
increased 44% between 2007 and 2016, or 4% annually... CDC
estimates that the percentage of the US population with
Alzheimer’s and related dementia will double by 2060 to 13.9
million, or 5% of the population...Moody’s warned that rising



https://www.fda.gov/NewsEvents/Speeches/ucm620495.htm
https://www.fda.gov/NewsEvents/Newsroom/PressAnnouncements/ucm620788.htm
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2018/09/19/hhs-awards-over-1-billion-combat-opioid-crisis.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2018/09/20/hhs-sponsors-development-intranasal-form-long-acting-opioid-overdose-drug.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2018/09/20/hhs-sponsors-development-intranasal-form-long-acting-opioid-overdose-drug.html
https://www.samhsa.gov/data/sites/default/files/cbhsq-reports/NSDUHFFR2017/NSDUHFFR2017.pdf
https://www.hcup-us.ahrq.gov/reports/statbriefs/sb244-Opioid-Inpatient-Stays-ED-Visits-Older-Adults.jsp
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2018/09/17/senate-set-pass-sweeping-opioids-package/
https://www.axios.com/drug-costs-pharma-medicare-lobbying-opioids-04a3dc8c-cdeb-4358-821b-991112ad8cd2.html
https://www.statnews.com/2018/09/17/senate-passes-bill-to-ban-gag-clauses-and-free-pharmacists-to-discuss-drug-pricing-options/
https://www.cassidy.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Discussion%20Draft-%20Protecting%20Patients%20from%20Surprise%20Medical%20Bills%20Act.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2018/09/20/unauthorized-disclosure-patients-protected-health-information-during-abc-filming.html
https://www.forbes.com/sites/brucejapsen/2018/09/17/justice-department-gives-early-ok-to-cigna-express-scripts-deal/#35f656bc78a6
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2018-09-18/athenahealth-is-said-to-extend-deadline-for-bids-talks-continue
https://www.aha.org/press-releases/2018-09-18-aha-hospital-leaders-announce-340b-good-stewardship-principles-0
https://www.46brooklyn.com/news/2018/9/20/what-happened-to-generic-drug-prices-last-month-september-2018-survey-update
https://www.46brooklyn.com/news/2018/9/20/what-happened-to-generic-drug-prices-last-month-september-2018-survey-update
http://www.qualityforum.org/Publications/2018/08/MAP_Rural_Health_Final_Report_-_2018.aspx
http://www.qualityforum.org/Publications/2018/08/MAP_Rural_Health_Final_Report_-_2018.aspx
https://www.healthaffairs.org/doi/abs/10.1377/hlthaff.2018.0481
https://www.alzheimersanddementia.com/article/S1552-5260(18)33252-7/fulltext
https://www.alzheimersanddementia.com/article/S1552-5260(18)33252-7/fulltext
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/hospitals-health-systems/moody-s-rising-us-healthcare-costs-and-implications-for-economy

healthcare costs and the aging population could constrain
economic growth and harm competitiveness.

Questions or comments, please send to us-hcinsight@kpmg.com
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