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books) that are listed as required on an official school or college book list and notebooks (regardless of 
size) are also exempt from payment of the sales and use tax year-round. An official school or college 
book list is a list established by an educational institution for its students, detailing the school texts to 
be used for a particular grade or course.  

Purchases made using gift certificates and cards  

Articles that qualify for the sales and use tax exemption and purchased during the “back to school” 
period using a gift certificate or gift card qualify for the exemption, regardless of when the gift 
certificate or gift card was purchased. Articles purchased after the exemption period using a gift 
certificate or gift card are taxable even if the gift certificate or gift card was purchased during the 
exemption period.  

The circular letter also addresses: (1) “lay away” plans sales; (2) the use of “rain checks;” (3) internet, 
phone, email, and mail orders.  In general, for the exemption to apply, the purchaser must take 
possession of the goods during the exemption period. 

 
For more information, contact a KPMG tax professional in Puerto Rico:  

Carlos A. Molina | +1 (787) 622-5311 | cmolina@kpmg.com 
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Direct comments, including requests for subscriptions, to Washington National Tax. For more information, contact KPMG’s 
Federal Tax Legislative and Regulatory Services Group at + 1 202.533.4366, 1801 K Street NW, Washington, DC 20006-1301.  

To unsubscribe from TaxNewsFlash-United States, reply to Washington National Tax. 
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