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Belgium – Higher Charges Coming in March 
for Certain D Visas  

 

Belgium’s Council of Ministers has raised the additional contribution for the processing of certain Belgian visa type D 

applications and residence permit applications.  The increased contribution – which ranges from EUR 200 to EUR 350 – 

applies starting 1 March 2017, and is in addition to the consular fee.
1
  

Moreover, there is also an increased contribution tied to visas based on family reunification.  

 

WHY THIS MATTERS 

Due to the increase in the contribution for certain Belgian visas type D, employers should bear in mind the additional 

costs related to employment-related transfers of employees to Belgium; and for those who are self-employed, coming 

to work in Belgium will carry higher costs.  Not only will employees and self-employed individuals be hit by the increase 

in contributions, but the additional contribution related to the family reunification visa will go up.  

Employers should be aware that these new contributions will affect not only the costs of applications for their employees, 

but also, potentially, the timing related to the processing of those applications. 

 

Background    

As mentioned in our GMS Flash Alert 2015-039 (17 March 2015), non-European Economic Area (EEA) or non-Swiss 

nationals who want to travel to Belgium should acquire, in principle, a Belgian visa or residence permit.  If they intend to 

reside in Belgium for a period longer than 90 days, they have to obtain a long-term visa (visa type D) before coming to 

Belgium.   

 

https://home.kpmg.com/content/kpmgpublic/xx/en/home/insights/2015/03/flash-alert-2015-039.html
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New Fees    

The new amount of the contribution will depend on the category of visa type D and residence permit applied for.  

Certain groups will be exempted from the additional contribution, for example under-aged individuals, certain types of 

students, EEA-nationals, and persons who apply for asylum or “subsidiary” protection.  

When a visa type D ‘long stay’ is applied for, the fee due from 1 March 2017, is EUR 350 (previously EUR 215).  The 

same fee is applicable for visa applications based on humanitarian reasons. 

Applications for Belgian residence permits based on family reunification (with a non-EEA national) will be subject to a 

contribution of EUR 200 (previously EUR 160) from 1 March 2017. 

Practical Aspects of Applying and Paying     

The contribution is to be paid (in EUR) by the applicant or a third party into a designated bank account of the Belgian 

Immigration Office.  The proof of payment will need to be provided at the time of submission of the visa or residence 

permit application. In the event that an applicant is unable to provide the proof of payment, the visa or residence permit 

application will be declared inadmissible and will not be processed.  Once the payment has been made, the applicant 

can refile the application. 

If the application is refused, the Belgian authorities do not reimburse applicants for the contribution already paid, except in 

cases where the amount was paid by mistake. 

 

FOOTNOTE: 

1  For the government press releases in Dutch/Flemish, click here; in French, click here. 

 

*      *      *      * 

 

http://presscenter.org/nl/pressrelease/20161028/bijdrage-voor-machtiging-en-toelating-voor-verblijf-in-belgie-verhoogd
http://presscenter.org/nl/pressrelease/20161028/bijdrage-voor-machtiging-en-toelating-voor-verblijf-in-belgie-verhoogd?lang=fr
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Contact us 

For additional information or assistance, please contact your local GMS or People Services professional* or one of the 

following professionals with the KPMG International member firm in Belgium: 

 

 

Nele Godefroid 

Tel. + 32 2708 3846 

ngodefroid@kpmg.com  

 

Ferdy Foubert  

Tel. + 32 2708 3817 

ferdyfoubert@kpmg.com     

 

  

 

*  Please note that KPMG LLP (U.S.) does not provide immigration services. 

The information contained in this newsletter was submitted by the KPMG International member firm in Belgium. 

© 2017 KPMG Tax and Legal Advisers burg. CVBA/SCRL civile, is a member firm of the KPMG network of independent member firms affiliated with 

KPMG International Cooperative (“KPMG International”), a Swiss entity. All rights reserved. 

www.kpmg.com 

 

 

© 2017 KPMG LLP, a Delaware limited liability partnership and the U.S. member firm of the KPMG network of independent member firms affiliated with KPMG International Cooperative (“KPMG 

International”), a Swiss entity. All rights reserved. Printed in the U.S.A. NDPPS 530159 

The KPMG name and logo are registered trademarks or trademarks of KPMG International. 

The KPMG logo and name are trademarks of KPMG International. KPMG International is a Swiss cooperative that serves as a coordinating entity for a network of independent member firms. KPMG 

International provides no audit or other client services. Such services are provided solely by member firms in their respective geographic areas. KPMG International and its member firms are legally 

distinct and separate entities. They are not and nothing contained herein shall be construed to place these entities in the relationship of parents, subsidiaries, agents, partners, or joint venturers. No 

member firm has any authority (actual, apparent, implied or otherwise) to obligate or bind KPMG International or any member firm in any manner whatsoever. The information contained in herein is of a 

general nature and is not intended to address the circumstances of any particular individual or entity. Although we endeavor to provide accurate and timely information, there can be no guarantee that 

such information is accurate as of the date it is received or that it will continue to be accurate in the future. No one should act on such information without appropriate professional advice after a 

thorough examination of the particular situation. 

Flash Alert is a GMS publication of KPMG LLP’s Washington National Tax practice. To view this publication or recent prior issues online, please click here. To learn more about our GMS practice, please 

visit us on the Internet: click here or go to http://www.kpmg.com.  

kpmg.com/socialmedia 

mailto:ngodefroid@kpmg.com
mailto:ferdyfoubert@kpmg.com
https://home.kpmg.com/xx/en/home/insights/2015/03/gms-flash-alerts-home.html
https://home.kpmg.com/xx/en/home/services/tax/global-mobility-services.html
http://www.kpmg.com/

