
© 2019 Studio Associato Consulenza legale e tributaria an Italian professional partnership and a member firm of the KPMG network of independent member firms affiliated with KPMG International 
Cooperative (“KPMG International”), a Swiss entity. All rights reserved. Printed in the U.S.A. The KPMG name, logo and “cutting through complexity” are registered trademarks or trademarks of KPMG 
International.  

2019-074 | April 10, 2019 

1 

 

 

     2019-074 | April 10, 2019 

Italy – More Immigration Measures for U.K. 
Nationals and Non-EU Family Members  
 

The Italian government has confirmed in a new decree-law1 the already-announced measures regarding U.K. citizens and 
their immediate family members who are non-European Union (EU) nationals in case of a “no-deal” Brexit.  (For prior 
coverage, see GMS Flash Alert 2019-054, 26 March 2019.)  The law is aimed at helping U.K. citizens and their non-EU 
national immediate family members establish their rights in respect of residence, immigration, social security, etc. 
following the Brexit date. 

The decree-law affirms that U.K. nationals legally resident in Italy before the Brexit date will have the necessary time and 
the right to obtain either long-term residency status or other forms of residence permit.  Under the terms of the 
legislation, U.K. nationals will continue to enjoy rights such as access to health-care, social benefits, employment, 
education, and family reunification after the U.K. leaves the EU.   

 

WHY THIS MATTERS 

After Brexit, U.K. citizens will no longer be European Union (EU) citizens and thus will no longer be able to claim 
residence in an EU or European Economic Area (EEA) member state on the basis of the EU treaty.  As a result, they 
would be subject to rules and conditions similar to those required for third-country citizens in Italy and the rest of the EU.  
The present decree-law provides for the status and recognizes certain rights of U.K. nationals present in Italy at the date 
the U.K. leaves the EU without a deal and confirms the announcements already made.  

There is effectively a window provided during which affected U.K. citizens and their non-EU national immediate family 
members can alter their status in Italy and be in compliance with the new rules.  

 

https://home.kpmg/xx/en/home/insights/2019/03/flash-alert-2019-054.html
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Key Points of Decree-Law  

The decree-law contains new measures for U.K. citizens and their non-EU immediate family members. They are required 
to apply for a residence permit for “permanent residence” if they meet the “five years of continuous residence in Italy” 
requirement at the Brexit date.  

Should such requirement not be met at that date, those U.K. citizens and their non-EU national immediate family residing 
in Italy must ask for a residence permit “for residence reasons.”  

If the period which will be covered by the residence permit “for residence reasons” helps meet the five years of 
continuous residence in Italy requirement, then when such requirement is met, those U.K. citizens and their non-EU 
national immediate family residing in Italy can ask for the residence permit for “permanent residence.”  

U.K. citizens and their non-EU national immediate family members must request suitable residence permits by 31 
December 2020.  

Starting from 1 January 2021, residence permits for EU-national family members will no longer be valid and they and the 
U.K. national must meet the new requirements established by the current decree-law.  Sanctions will be applied in case 
of non-compliance.  

Starting from 1 January 2021, U.K. nationals and their non-EU national immediate family members will be considered 
third-country nationals in Italy. 

Italian Citizenship 

The decree-law establishes that if any U.K. citizens applying for Italian citizenship before 31 December 2020 have met (at 
this date) the “four years of continuous residence in Italy” requirement (the residence requirement for EU nationals who 
wish to apply for Italian citizenship) their applications will still be processed applying the rules for EU citizens, even if the 
process is finalized from 1 January 2021.  

Health-Care and Social Security  

The law confirms that if a no-deal Brexit takes place, U.K. citizens and their non-EU national immediate family members 
will continue to keep benefiting from EU regulations (EC) 883/2004 and (EC) n. 987/2009 until 31 December 2020, 
provided that the same conditions will be applied to Italian citizens in the United Kingdom.  

 

FOOTNOTE: 
1  Decreto-Legge, 25 marzo 2019, (published in Gazzetta Ufficiale n. 22). 

 

OTHER LEGAL REFERENCES 
Decreto Legislativo 6 febbraio 2007, n. 30  (Legislative Decree n° 30, 6th February 2007) 

Decreto Legislativo 25 luglio 1998, n. 286 (Legislative Decree n° 286, 25th July 1998) 

Legge 5 febbraio 1992, n. 91: Nuove norme sulla cittadinanza (Law n° 91, 5th February 1992)    

https://www.gazzettaufficiale.it/eli/id/2019/03/25/19G00032/sg


 

Contact us 

For additional information or assistance, please contact your local GMS or People Services professional* or one of the 
following professionals with the KPMG International member firm in Italy: 

 

Stefania Quaglia  
Tel. +39  02 67644944  
squaglia@kpmg.it  

 

Pierluigi Zucchelli  
Tel. +39  02 67645916  
pzucchelli@kpmg.it   

 
 

 
*  Please note the KPMG International member firm in the United States does not provide immigration or labour law 
services. However, KPMG Law LLP in Canada can assist clients with U.S. immigration matters. 
 
The information contained in this newsletter was submitted by the KPMG International member firm in Italy. 
 
© 2019 Studio Associato Consulenza legale e tributaria an Italian professional partnership and a member firm of the KPMG network of independent 
member firms affiliated with KPMG International Cooperative (“KPMG International”), a Swiss entity. All rights reserved. 

www.kpmg.com 

 

© 2019 KPMG LLP, a Delaware limited liability partnership and the U.S. member firm of the KPMG network of independent member firms affiliated with KPMG International Cooperative (“KPMG 
International”), a Swiss entity. All rights reserved. Printed in the U.S.A. NDPPS 530159 

The KPMG name and logo are registered trademarks or trademarks of KPMG International. 

The KPMG logo and name are trademarks of KPMG International. KPMG International is a Swiss cooperative that serves as a coordinating entity for a network of independent member firms. KPMG 
International provides no audit or other client services. Such services are provided solely by member firms in their respective geographic areas. KPMG International and its member firms are legally 
distinct and separate entities. They are not and nothing contained herein shall be construed to place these entities in the relationship of parents, subsidiaries, agents, partners, or joint venturers. No 
member firm has any authority (actual, apparent, implied or otherwise) to obligate or bind KPMG International or any member firm in any manner whatsoever. The information contained in herein is of a 
general nature and is not intended to address the circumstances of any particular individual or entity. Although we endeavor to provide accurate and timely information, there can be no guarantee that 
such information is accurate as of the date it is received or that it will continue to be accurate in the future. No one should act on such information without appropriate professional advice after a 
thorough examination of the particular situation. 

Flash Alert is a GMS publication of KPMG LLP’s Washington National Tax practice. To view this publication or recent prior issues online, please click here. To learn more about our GMS practice, please 
visit us on the Internet: click here or go to http://www.kpmg.com. 

kpmg.com/socialmedia 

mailto:squaglia@kpmg.it
mailto:pzucchelli@kpmg.it
https://home.kpmg.com/xx/en/home/insights/2015/03/gms-flash-alerts-home.html
https://home.kpmg.com/xx/en/home/services/tax/global-mobility-services.html
http://www.kpmg.com/

	Italy – More Immigration Measures for U.K. Nationals and Non-EU Family Members
	WHY THIS MATTERS
	Key Points of Decree-Law
	Italian Citizenship
	Health-Care and Social Security
	FOOTNOTE:
	OTHER LEGAL REFERENCES



