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Government establishes business liaison unit on coronavirus (COVID-19)

The Australian governmentannounced the establishmentofa new coronavirus business liaison unitwithin
Treasury. The role of the unit will be to engage with peak business groups on systemicissues relating to
coronavirus so thatthese are addressed bythe government.

States announce tax relief, economic stimulus responses to coronavirus (COVID-19)

The Australian states of Queensland, New South Wales, and Western Australia announced economic stimulus and
tax reliefmeasuresin directresponse to COVID-19.

Tax relief for businesses affected by coronavirus (COVID-19)

The Australian Taxation Office (ATO) announced thatitwillimplementa series ofadministrative measures to assist
Australians experiencing financial difficultyas a resultofthe coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak.

A Mauritian company does not constitute an Agency PE in India on account of distribution
of a sports channel by its subsidiary in India

The BombayHigh Courtheld thatthe Mauritius companydoes notconstitute an agencypermanent establishment (‘PE)
in India under the India- Mauritius Tax treaty on accountof distribution ofits sports channelbythe Indian subsidiary.
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Disallowance of expenditure under Section 14A does not apply to insurance business

The DelhiHigh Courtheld thatthe provisions for disallowance of expenditure related to exemptincome are not
applicable to insurance business.

GST Council meeting update held on 14 March 2020

The recentGST Council meetinghas primarilyfocused on addressing the issues concerning the IT related
grievances faced bytaxpayers and accordinglyhave announced certainkeydecisions, suchas the defermentofthe
simplified return schemes and the resultant continuation of the existing compliance mechanism, postponing the
introduction ofthe electronic invoice mechanism, and the extension ofthe filing ofthe annual return for FY 18-19.

India tax konnect

This publicationtalks aboutthe directand indirecttax schemesin India.

Payments to foreign attorneys for rendering services in the field of IPRs are FTS under
Section 9(1)(vii) of the Income-tax Act

The Kolkata Bench ofthe Income-taxAppellate Tribunal held thatthe payments made to foreign attorneys for
rendering servicesin the field of IPR are FTS and the paymentdoesnot fall within the exception carved out under
Section 9(1)(vii) of the Income tax Act,1961.

Additional extensions of tax return filing, payment deadlines due to coronavirus (COVID-19)

Japan’s national taxagencyannounced extensions of paymentdue dates forindividual taxpayers who use an
automatic bank transfer, with further extensions to May 2020.

Extended Due Dates and Grace Period Rules

KPMG in Japan sets outinthis e-Tax News extended due dates and grace periodrules released from the National
Tax Agency and Tokyo Metropolitan Government Bureau of Taxation.

Forms for tourism sector to apply to defer tax payments

The Malaysian Inland Revenue Board issued the formsto be used as applications to defer tax instalment payments
for sixmonths and revise income taxestimates in the month ofthe third instalment paymentfor all companies.

Indirect tax challenges, coronavirus (COVID-19)

Taxpayers with indirecttax obligations in Malaysia need to consider certain actions in response to the challenges
presented bythe coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic.
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New Zealand

Tax relief in government's response to coronavirus (COVID-19)

New Zealand’s governmentrecentlyreleaseda fiscal and economic responseto the COVID-19 pandemic. The
amountofthe proposed reliefis equivalentto approximately4% of New Zealand’s annual GDP.

Singapore

New income tax treaty with Indonesia

Representatives ofthe governments of Singaporeand Indonesia in February2020 signed a new income taxtreaty -
one that introduces a capital gains article (notincludedin the existing Treaty).

Thailand

Tax relief measures in response to coronavirus (COVID-19)

The Thaigovernmentintroduced several taxreliefmeasuresin response to the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak.
The tax reliefmeasures includereducedwithholding taxrates, an enhanced rate of deduction for interest payments
made by certain taxpayers, and tax return filing extensions.
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Beyond AsiaPacific

Canada: Enhanced capital cost allowance, certain “green” vehicles and equipment

Canada’s Department of Finance announceditwill propose atemporaryenhanced first-year capital cost
allowance (CCA) rate of 100% for qualifying zero-emission off-road automotive vehicles and equipment,
acquired on or after 2 March 2020.

Netherlands: VAT treatment of composite services, fund management

An opinion bythe Advocate General of the Court of Justice ofthe European Union (CJEU) concludesthata
single service can onlybe subjectto asingle value added tax(VAT) treatmentand thatthe exemption for the
managementofspecialinvestmentfunds does notapplyto the service purchased bythe taxpayer.
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