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United Kingdom – COVID-19: Opening Travel 
Corridors  
 

The U.K. government has decided that it is safe to lift the travel restrictions between England and a number of countries 
and territories. As of 10 July 2020, it is allowing individuals to arrive in England from a list of over 70 locations without the 
need to self-isolate for 14 days.1  

Due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, the U.K. government had implemented regulations requiring visitors to the U.K. 
to self-isolate for 14 days. The regulations included various exemptions allowing individuals to travel to the U.K. without 
having to self-isolate, based on profession or industry, as well as those travelling from Ireland, the Channel Islands and 
the Isle of Man. (For prior coverage, see GMS Flash Alert 2020-271 (5 June 2020).) 

The lifting of these restrictions based on geography, rather than profession or industry, are referred to as “travel 
corridors.” 

 

WHY THIS MATTERS 

The opening of these travel corridors is welcome news for businesses and their employees who undertake cross-border 
travel for business purposes. The easing of the travel restrictions and establishment of these travel corridors will have an 
impact on U.K. residents who have been wishing to travel abroad, providing opportunities for those in the U.K. to visit 
numerous countries and territories without the need to self-isolate on their return to England. All individuals arriving from 
the specified list of countries and territories will also no longer need to self-isolate for 14 days.  

 

 

 

https://home.kpmg/xx/en/home/insights/2020/06/flash-alert-2020-271.html
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The “Travel Corridors” 

From 10 July 2020, passengers arriving from the countries and territories listed below are not required to self-isolate on 
arrival into England. (Information for Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland will be published by the devolved authorities.) 
This applies to those arriving by train, ferry, coach, air or any other route. 

Andorra Germany New Zealand 

Antigua and Barbuda Greece Norway 

Aruba Greenland Poland 

Australia Grenada Reunion 

Austria Guadeloupe San Marino 

The Bahamas Hong Kong Serbia 

Barbados Hungary Seychelles 

Belgium Iceland South Korea 

Bonaire, St Eustatius 
and Saba 

Italy Spain 

Croatia Jamaica St Barthélemy 

Curaçao Japan St Kitts and Nevis 

Cyprus Liechtenstein St Lucia 

Czech Republic Lithuania St Pierre and Miquelon 

Denmark Luxembourg Switzerland 

Dominica Macao (Macau) Taiwan (R.O.C.) 
Faroe Islands Malta Trinidad and Tobago 

Fiji Mauritius Turkey 

Finland Monaco Vatican City State 

France The Netherlands Vietnam 

French Polynesia New Caledonia   
 

Ireland, the Channel Islands and the Isle of Man remain exempt as they are part of the common travel area. 

The 14 British Overseas Territories (e.g., Gibraltar, Cayman Islands) are also exempt. 

Conditions 

The travel corridors came into effect on 10 July 2020. 

In order to make use of the travel corridors, individuals arriving in England must not have travelled to a country that is not 
included on the travel corridor exemption list within the last 14 days. If a traveller has been to a country that isn’t on the 
list, then he or she will need to self-isolate until 14 days have passed since leaving that country. 

Those arriving in England must continue to complete a passenger locator form prior to arrival.2 This applies to both U.K. 
and non-U.K. residents. 

  

https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/andorra
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/germany
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/new-zealand
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/antigua-and-barbuda
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/greece
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/norway
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/aruba
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/denmark
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/poland
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/australia
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/grenada
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/reunion
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/austria
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/guadeloupe
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/san-marino
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/bahamas
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/hong-kong
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/serbia
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/barbados
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/hungary
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/seychelles
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/belgium
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/iceland
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/south-korea
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/bonaire-st-eustatius-saba
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/bonaire-st-eustatius-saba
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/italy
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/spain
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/croatia
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/jamaica
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/st-martin-and-st-barthelemy
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/curacao
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/japan
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/st-kitts-and-nevis
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/cyprus
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/liechtenstein
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/st-lucia
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/czech-republic
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/lithuania
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/st-pierre-and-miquelon
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/denmark
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/luxembourg
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/switzerland
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/dominica
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/macao
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/taiwan
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/denmark
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/malta
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/trinidad-and-tobago
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/fiji
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/mauritius
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/turkey
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/finland
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/monaco
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/italy
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/france
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/netherlands
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/vietnam
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/french-polynesia
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/new-caledonia
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KPMG NOTE  

The list of countries remains under frequent review. 

Individuals travelling abroad from the U.K. will also have to comply with any travel restrictions or requirements in place in 
the country to which they travel. This could include self-isolation, providing travel details to the authorities or other 
measures. 

When travelling out of the U.K., all individuals should continue check the relevant country’s specific travel advice3 issued 
by their government as well as generic travel advice from the Foreign & Commonwealth Office (FCO).4 

 

 

FOOTNOTES: 

1  Secretary of State for Transport, “Travel Corridors: Written statement - HCWS338.” 

2  U.K. government "Coronavirus (COVID-19): Guidance and Support" webpage, "Provide your journey and contact details 
before you travel to the UK." 

3  U.K. government "Coronavirus (COVID-19): Guidance and Support" webpage, "Foreign travel advice." 

4  Foreign & Commonwealth Office, “Coronavirus (COVID-19): Guidance and Support" webpage, "Travel advice: 
coronavirus (COVID-19)" (published 4 February 2020, updated 10 July 2020). 

 

*      *      *      * 

 

 

 

https://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Commons/2020-07-06/HCWS338/
https://www.gov.uk/provide-journey-contact-details-before-travel-uk
https://www.gov.uk/provide-journey-contact-details-before-travel-uk
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/travel-advice-novel-coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/travel-advice-novel-coronavirus
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Contact us 

For additional information or assistance, please contact your local GMS or People Services professional* or the following 
professional with the KPMG International member firm in the United Kingdom. 

 

 

 

 

 

Denise Osterwald  
Tel. + 44 (0) 20 7694 3481  
Denise.Osterwald@kpmg.co.uk 

 
 
  
  

The KPMG Legal Services – Immigration Team has a wealth of experience in transactional, advisory, and compliance 
assurance services.  We will be able to advise your business in relation to practical considerations in light of the above 
changes, as well as what this means for your long-term recruitment and compliance strategies. 

 
 
* Please note the KPMG International member firm in the United States does not provide immigration or labour law 
services. However, KPMG Law LLP in Canada can assist clients with U.S. immigration matters.   

 
The information contained in this newsletter was submitted by the KPMG International member firm in the 
United Kingdom. 
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