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People’s Republic of China  – Foreigner 
Entry Visas and Residence Permits 
Suspended  
 

As of 6 November 2020, several People’s Republic of China embassies have issued notices suspending entry of 

foreigners holding Chinese visas, residence permits, and certain other valid visas.

 

WHY THIS MATTERS 

This re-imposition of the restrictions put in place in March may adversely affect foreign businesses that had only recently 

been in the process of restoring their China operations. (For prior coverage, see GMS Flash Alert 2020-438 (23 October 

2020).) 

 

Background 

In response to the recent global rebound in COVID-19 cases, the Chinese government has implemented several 

temporary measures to contain the spread of the epidemic. To this end, the “Notice on Suspension of Partially Valid 

Chinese Visas,” effective from 4 November 2020, was published on the websites of Chinese embassies in the U.K., 

France, Belgium, Italy, Philippines, Bangladesh, India, Russia, Ukraine and other jurisdictions.
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Key Contents and Updates   

Who Will Be Affected? 

The following foreign individuals will no longer be able to use the indicated visa/permits to enter China. 

• Those holding a valid Chinese visa, work-type, personal affairs or family reunion residence permits issued on 

https://home.kpmg/xx/en/home/insights/2020/10/flash-alert-2020-439.html
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• or before 3 November 2020. This applies to those foreign individuals who are currently located in the United 

Kingdom, France, Belgium, Italy, Philippines, Bangladesh, India, Russia, Ukraine and other countries. 

Who Will Not Be Affected? 

Foreign individuals are still be able to use these visas to enter China if they hold: 

• a valid diplomatic, service, courtesy or C visas; or 

• a valid visa issued after 3 November 2020. 

Chinese embassies in several countries have airline boarding conditions that require passengers of Chinese and foreign 

nationalities to have in their possession a “Double Negative Certificate” for nucleic acid and IgM anti-body tests. 

Specifically, passengers boarding a China-inbound aircraft are required to obtain: 

• Double Negative Certificate for results within 48 hours before boarding; and 

• “Green” Health Code with “HS” remark or certified Declaration of Health status before boarding. 

 

KPMG NOTE 

With the rebound of COVID-19 in many countries, Chinese policymakers may implement further immigration control 

measures. This also means that in the coming period, international business and personal travel could likely face a new 

round of challenges. Foreign individuals who have travel plans to come to China are advised to consider the following 

issues and seek professional assistance where necessary: 

• A question arises in relation to countries for which the local Chinese embassy is yet to issue a suspension notice. 

For foreign individuals who have obtained a visa to come to China on or before 3 November 2020, or who hold a 

valid residence permit, how should they deal with potential China entry issues? 

• Are Chinese visa application centers in overseas countries still operating as normal during the rebound of the 

pandemic? 

• In order to avoid a failure to apply for a Health Code or Health Commitment in a transit country which might result in 

obstruction and retention, foreign individuals should confirm the relevant policy in a timely manner and make an 

appointment in advance to arrange for Nucleic Acid and IgM anti-body tests in the transit country. 

• How might organisations act proactively by suspending international assignments to contain the spread, and review 

the associated relevant risks, initiate contingency plan to reduce risks and costs? 

The KPMG International member firm in the People’s Republic of China will continue to follow policy and practice 

updates announced by the national and local immigration authorities, and inform our clients accordingly. Please contact 

your qualified immigration counsel or global mobility professional or a member of the KPMG Immigration Practice for 

appropriate advice. 

 

FOOTNOTE: 

1  For the full text of the notices, see the Embassy of the People’s Republic of China websites in the following 

countries:  U.K.: http://www.chinese-embassy.org.uk/eng/lqfw/t1829529.htm ; France: http://www.amb-

http://www.chinese-embassy.org.uk/eng/lqfw/t1829529.htm
http://www.amb-chine.fr/chn/zgzfg/zgsg/lsb/t1829691.htm
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chine.fr/chn/zgzfg/zgsg/lsb/t1829691.htm ; Belgium: http://be.chineseembassy.org/eng/sghd/t1829796.htm ; Italy: 

http://it.chineseembassy.org/chn/lstz/t1829700.htm ; Philippines: http://ph.china-embassy.org/eng/sgdt/t1829559.htm ; 

Bangladesh: http://bd.china-embassy.org/eng/lsyw/lsxx/t1829557.htm ; India: http://in.china-

embassy.org/eng/lsfw/tzts/t1829642.htm ; Russia: http://ru.china-embassy.org/chn/fwzn/lsfws/zytz/t1829736.htm ; 

Ukraine: http://ua.china-embassy.org/chn/zgsg/t1829631.htm .   

*      *      *      * 

 

http://www.amb-chine.fr/chn/zgzfg/zgsg/lsb/t1829691.htm
http://be.chineseembassy.org/eng/sghd/t1829796.htm
http://it.chineseembassy.org/chn/lstz/t1829700.htm
http://ph.china-embassy.org/eng/sgdt/t1829559.htm
http://bd.china-embassy.org/eng/lsyw/lsxx/t1829557.htm
http://in.china-embassy.org/eng/lsfw/tzts/t1829642.htm
http://in.china-embassy.org/eng/lsfw/tzts/t1829642.htm
http://ru.china-embassy.org/chn/fwzn/lsfws/zytz/t1829736.htm
http://ua.china-embassy.org/chn/zgsg/t1829631.htm
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Contact us 

For additional information or assistance, please contact your local GMS or People Services professional* or one of the 

following professionals with the KPMG International member firm in the People’s Republic of China. 

 

 

Michelle Zhou 

Partner 

Tel. +86 (21) 2212 3458 

Michelle.b.zhou@kpmg.com    

 

Nisse Chen 

Immigration Manager  

Tel. +86 (21) 2212 3276 

Nisse.chen@kpmg.com  

 
 

* Please note the KPMG International member firm in the United States does not provide immigration or labour law services. However, 

KPMG Law LLP in Canada can assist clients with U.S. immigration matters. 

The information contained in this newsletter was submitted by the KPMG International member firm in the 

People’s Republic of China.  
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