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South Africa – Draft Critical Skills List 
Published for Public Comments  
 

South Africa’s Minister of Home Affairs has published the draft 2021 Critical Skills List for public comments.
1
  This 

follows the announcement by the president of South Africa during the ‘State of Nation’ address concerning the final list 

and its reflecting the skills required to grow the country’s economy.  The list was developed by the Department of 

Higher Education and Training, through its Labour Market Intelligence Research Programme. 

 

WHY THIS MATTERS 

In terms of section 19(4) of the Immigration Act of 2002, the director general may issue a critical skills work visa to an 

individual possessing such skills or qualifications – and to those of their immediate family members – determined to be 

critical for the Republic from time to time by the minister through a notice in the government gazette. 

It is essential for foreign individuals seeking work in South Africa, or being sent to South Africa by their employers for 

work, who possess skills or qualifications deemed to be critical and for employers with such employees (or seeking such 

employees) to review the draft critical skills list and provide their written comments to the Department of Home Affairs 

before 31 March 2021.    

 

 

FOOTNOTE: 

1  See Home Affairs, “Home Affairs Minister Dr Aaron Motsoaledi publishes the critical skills list for public comment” 

at:  http://www.dha.gov.za/index.php/statements-speeches/1416-home-affairs-minister-dr-aaron-motsoaledi-publishes-

the-critical-skills-list-for-public-comment .  
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Contact us 

For additional information or assistance, please contact your local GMS or People Services professional* or one of the 

following professionals with the KPMG International member firm in South Africa: 

 

Carolyn Chambers 

Director, GMS & ETA 

Tel. + 27 83 440 5564 

carolyn.chambers@kpmg.com  

 

Lesego Matsheka 

Senior Immigration Manager 

Tel. + 27 82 719 5671 

lesego.matsheka@kpmg.com  

 
 

 

*  Please note that KPMG LLP (U.S.) does not provide immigration services.  However, KPMG Law LLP in Canada can 
assist clients with U.S. immigration matters. 
 

The information contained in this newsletter was submitted by the KPMG International member firm in South 

Africa. 
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