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Bahrain
National Bureau for Revenue (NBR) introduces Client Enquiry Platform on its portal

The NBR has recently introduced a new functionality on its portal — a Client Enquiry Platform, offering the public an opportunity
to submit queries, suggestions and complaints relating to VAT and Excise Tax.

Corporate Income Tax (CIT) to be introduced | 8-point action plan approved for 2025-2026 fiscal budget

Recent news reports have confirmed that the draft for Bahrain’s 2025-2026 fiscal budget has been finalized, incorporating an 8-
point action plan aimed at achieving a budget surplus and enhancing Bahrain’s financial stability.

The 8-point action plan includes the following key tax-related provisions:

- Introduction of a CIT

- Noincrease in the VAT rate

- Expansion of Excise Tax scope and/or rate

- Introduction of carbon emission fees/tax

We strongly recommend that Bahrain businesses conduct a preliminary analysis of the impact the introduction of a broad-based
CIT will have. Businesses that act proactively will be better prepared to deal with the challenges of the rapidly evolving tax
landscape.

Domestic Minimum Top-Up Tax (DMTT) registration update

Many in-scope MNE groups with Bahrain operations were able to submit their DMTT registration applications successfully within
the deadline of 30 January 2025. Their applications are currently being reviewed by the NBR, and several have already been
approved. Applicants are encouraged to monitor any further information or clarification requests from the NBR in relation to their
applications and address these in a timely manner.

MNE groups that have not been able to submit their DMTT registration application within the deadline should do so immediately
to minimize the risk of penalties to the extent possible.

For any queries or assistance in relation to the DMTT registrations, please contact us.

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA)

Zakat, Tax and Customs Authority (ZATCA) issues updated Implementing Regulations for Real Estate Transactions Tax
(RETT)

On 9 April 2025, ZATCA issued the updated Implementing Regulations for the RETT in KSA.

Click here to view the updated regulations (in Arabic).
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ZATCA conducts tax and zakat related workshops

- On 14 April 2025, ZATCA will conduct a virtual workshop on the cancellation of fines and exemption of penalties initiative.
- 0On 16 April 2025, ZATCA will conduct a virtual workshop on the zakat treatment of investments in equity instruments.

Click here to register for upcoming virtual workshops.

United Arab Emirates (UAE)
Federal Tax Authority (FTA) publishes Corporate Tax (CT) Guide on Interest Deduction Limitation Rules

On 7 April 2025, the FTA issued a new guide designed to provide clarity on the deductibility of interest expenditure while
calculating the taxable income of a taxable person for CT purposes.

Click here to view the FTA’s guide ‘CTGIDL1’.
Investment agreement update

On 8 April 2025, the Democratic Republic of Congo and the UAE signed a Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement
(CEPA) in Abu Dhabi.

FTA conducts tax related workshop

On 9 April 2025, the FTA conducted a webinar on the CT registration process for natural persons.

Oman
Oman Tax Authority (OTA) reminds taxpayers about income tax return filing deadline

The OTA recently issued a notice reminding taxpayers subject to a 15% income tax rate to file their tax returns for the fiscal year
ending 31 December 2024 by 30 April 2025.

For a detailed discussion on how the above updates may impact your business, contact us.
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