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Bahrain
Recent updates to VAT guides

In the latest Tax Insights, the KPMG Bahrain tax team has summarized the recent updates made by the National Bureau for
Revenue (NBR) to various VAT guides. These updates seek to provide further clarity on various provisions of the Bahrain
VAT legislation.

Click here to access the latest KPMG Tax Insights.

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA)
Zakat, Tax and Customs Authority (ZATCA) to conduct tax and zakat workshops

- On 17 November 2025, ZATCA will conduct a virtual workshop on the cancellation of fines and exemption of penalties
initiative.

- On 18 November 2025, ZATCA will conduct a virtual workshop on the integration phase of e-invoicing.

- 0On 19 November 2025, ZATCA will conduct virtual workshops on the zakat treatment for debt and equity instruments.

- On 20 November 2025, ZATCA will conduct virtual workshops on the income tax and withholding tax obligations of foreign
companies in KSA, and on the licensing of places designated for destruction and refund for non-expendable goods under the
Excise Tax regime.

Click here to register for upcoming workshops.

United Arab Emirates (UAE)
Federal Tax Authority (FTA) publishes updated penalty rules for VAT and Excise Tax violations

On 11 November 2025, the FTA published Cabinet Decision No. 129 of 2025, amending certain provisions related to
administrative penalties for violations under the VAT and Excise Tax Laws. The updated rules take effect on 14 April 2026.

FTA conducts tax workshops

- On 11 November 2025, the FTA conducted a virtual workshop on the basics of Excise Tax.

- On 12 November 2025, the FTA conducted a virtual workshop on the Corporate Tax registration process for natural legal
persons, and another workshop on tax violations and administrative penalties.

- On 13 November 2025, the FTA conducted virtual workshops on the EmaraTax platform and on importing goods into a
Designated Zone.

UAE to implement the updated Common Reporting Standard (CRS) in 2027
On 8 November 2025, the UAE Ministry of Finance announced that the UAE will adopt the Organization for Economic Co-

operation and Development's (OECD) revised CRS (CRS 2.0) under the Automatic Exchange for Information (AEOI) framework
starting 1 January 2027. The first exchange of information under the new standard is scheduled for 2028.


https://assets.kpmg.com/content/dam/kpmg/bh/pdf/2025/10/bahrain-tax-alert-recent-updates-to-vat-guides.pdf
https://zatca.gov.sa/en/MediaCenter/Events/Pages/default.aspx
https://tax.gov.ae/Datafolder/Files/Legislation/2025/Cabinet%20Decision%20No.%2040%20of%202017%20and%20its%20amendments%20-%20publishing%2011%202025.pdf

Qatar
General Tax Authority (GTA) amends withholding tax declaration process

The GTA has updated the withholding tax declaration process on the Dhareeba portal. Taxpayers will now be required to link
their withholding tax declarations to the contracts submitted as part of the Contract Reporting process.

Click here to access the related Tax Alert prepared by KPMG Qatar.
Tax treaty update

On 5 October 2025, Qatar ratified the amending protocol to the ‘Norway — Qatar Income Tax Treaty (2009).

Kuwait
Kuwait and Jordan sign protocol to tax treaty

On 13 November 2025, Kuwait and Jordan signed a protocol amending their 2001 income tax treaty. The update is intended
to align the treaty with OECD standards, enhance investor protection, and streamline tax procedures.

For a detailed discussion on how the above updates may impact your business, contact us.
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