
 
  

  
   

 

 8 March 2026 

Bahrain allows companies to hold General Assembly meetings electronically 
 
The Ministry of Industry and Commerce (MoIC) in Bahrain has issued a circular permitting commercial companies to 
convene general assembly meetings using electronic communication methods in light of the current exceptional 
circumstances. 

The circular is issued pursuant to the Bahrain Commercial Companies Law (Decree-Law No. 21 of 2001), as 
amended, including the recent amendment allowing companies to conduct meetings through electronic or telephonic 
means without requiring such provision to be included in the company’s memorandum of association or articles of 
association. 

What does the circular say?  

1. Electronic General Assembly meetings permitted 
All commercial companies, including listed and non-listed public shareholding companies, may hold general assembly 
meetings through electronic or telephonic communication means. Electronic voting systems may also be used in 
accordance with applicable legal requirements. 

2. Previously announced in person meetings may be held online 
Companies that have already announced general assembly meetings to be held physically may decide to hold the meeting 
electronically instead, provided that shareholders are notified using the legally prescribed notification methods. 
This change does not constitute an amendment to the meeting agenda, provided the agenda remains unchanged. 

3. Electronic voting for board elections 
Where the agenda includes the election of board members, voting may be conducted electronically through the platform 
provided by Bahrain Clear Company B.S.C. (C), in accordance with the applicable regulations governing electronic voting. 

4. Compliance requirements for electronic meetings 
Companies conducting meetings electronically must ensure: 

• Verification of participant identities 

• The ability for shareholders to participate in discussions and voting 

• Accurate calculation of quorum 

• Confidentiality and integrity of voting 

• Proper documentation of meeting procedures and resolutions in the minutes 

5. Additional regulatory compliance 
Companies regulated by the Central Bank of Bahrain or listed on the Bahrain Bourse must also comply with the regulatory 
requirements issued by the relevant supervisory authorities. 

 

   



 

Effective period 

The circular will remain in force until further notice or until the exceptional circumstances are lifted. 

Practical implications 

Companies planning to convene upcoming general assembly meetings should consider implementing appropriate 
technological platforms and governance procedures to ensure compliance with the requirements for electronic 
participation, voting, and record-keeping. 

 
Contact us 
 
Our team is available to assist you to comply with the MoIC's requirements. If you have any questions or need further 
guidance, please contact us. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Best regards, 

 

Mubeen Khadir  

Partner – Head of Tax & Corporate Services 

KPMG Fakhro 

T: +973 3222 6811 

E: mubeenkhadir@kpmg.com 
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