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Weekly news update from the KPMG Agribusiness 
Network

Welcome to this week’s issue of Field Notes, a summary of Agribusiness news 
from across the sector, prepared by the KPMG Agribusiness network.

Week in review
In Aotearoa…

Foodstuffs North Island has received a formal warning from the Commerce
Commission for likely breaching the Grocery Industry Competition Act by
obstructing and delaying a supplier’s request [2 July, RNZ]. The Grocery
Commissioner cited longstanding concerns over supermarket power imbalances
and urged suppliers to report unfair treatment to help enforce good faith
dealings.

More than 60 Māori Land Trusts, iwi and hapū have filed a High Court case
against the Crown, alleging repeated failures to uphold Māori rights over
freshwater rights [26 June, RNZ]. The claimants seek urgent recognition of
tikanga Māori, a fair water allocation system, and action to stop further
degradation of water bodies across Aotearoa.

Massey University have received $1 million from the Ministry of Business,
Innovation and Employment’s Endeavour Fund to develop a rapid, on-farm
mastitis test for dairy cows [1 July, Farmers Weekly]. The 30-minute test aims to
reduce antibiotic use and improve treatment accuracy, potentially saving the
sector $33 million annually while supporting sustainable dairy practices.

The New Zealand government has withdrawn from the Beyond Oil and Gas
Alliance, an international coalition committed to phasing out fossil fuels [26 June,
Farmers Weekly]. The move follows Budget 2025’s allocation of $200 million for
new fossil fuel exploration, prompting criticism from environmental groups and
concerns over New Zealand’s climate leadership.

In international news...

The European Union (EU) has signed a trade agreement with Ukraine, replacing
temporary wartime measures that allowed tariff-free agri-food exports [1 July,
Kyiv Independent]. The new deal introduces tiered quotas for sensitive products
like poultry, sugar, and grains, with full liberalisation for others. Final volumes and
conditions, linked to Ukraine’s compliance with EU standards, are still pending.

France has confirmed its first outbreak of the highly infectious lumpy skin
disease at a cattle farm in the Savoie region near the Alps [30 June, The
Independent]. The disease is spread by insect bites such as ticks and
mosquitoes and causes fever and skin lesions in cattle. The detection has
prompted movement restrictions as concerns are raised over its spread across
Europe.

China has lifted its ban on Japanese seafood imports, which was imposed after
the release of treated radioactive water from the Fukushima nuclear plant [27
June, AP News]. Prior to the August 2023 ban, China was Japan’s largest
seafood export market, with the restrictions significantly impacting scallop and
sea cucumber exports.

Spotlight stories
Artificial Intelligence Spotlight: Maersk introduces Trade & Tariff Studio to help
shippers navigate volatile trade environment [25 June Fruitnet]

Global shipping company Maersk has launched the Trade & Tariff Studio, an AI-
powered platform designed to help cargo owners navigate rising tariffs and
complex customs regulations. The system combines tariff engineering,
compliance risk screening, and real-time updates to streamline customs
declarations and reduce costs. Maersk says the tool transforms customs
complexity into a competitive advantage, offering clarity and agility in an
increasingly volatile trade landscape.

Innovation Spotlight: Dyson’s ‘ferris-wheel’ growing system brings 250 per cent
yield boost [26 June Fruitnet]

British agri-innovation company, Dyson Farming has launched a Hybrid Vertical
Growing System that increased strawberry yields by 250 per cent. The system
features two 5.5m-high aluminum rigs, that rotate 6,000 strawberry plants to
optimise light exposure and space efficiency. This rotation, combined with
supplemental LED lighting, ensures consistent fruit quality year-round. The
glasshouse also integrates robotic harvesting, UV crop care, and insect predator
distribution, eliminating the need for pesticides. 

This week's headlines
NZ Startup Turns Sheepskin into World-Leading Collagen Supplement [2 July,
Rural News Group]

Christchurch biotech startup Tertiary Extracts Otautahi (TEO) has launched
Ovitage, a collagen ingredient made from New Zealand sheepskin, a by-product
of the red meat sector. Ovitage is rich in amino acids like cystine, tyrosine, and
glutamic acid and supports hair, skin, brain, and metabolic health. TEO is selling
Ovitage as a branded ingredient to companies in the supplement and functional
food industries, as well as through their own consumer product, the Everee
Women supplement range.

Government Targets Obesity with New Healthy Food Standards for
Supermarkets [29 June, Econostrum]

In the United Kingdom, the government has unveiled a ten-year strategy to
combat obesity which includes requiring supermarkets to meet mandatory
healthy food standards. Retailers must promote healthier options through store
layout changes, product reformulation, and targeted promotions. Those failing to
meet health targets could face fines. Obesity costs the National Health Service
£11.4 billion (NZ $25.7 billion) annually, the initiative aims to “make the healthy
choice the easy choice,” reducing calorie intake and easing healthcare burdens.

Exports of new climate change resilient apple tipped to nearly double this year [1
July, RNZ]

New Zealand’s Sassy  apple was bred by Plant & Food Research to thrive in
warmer climates, and is expected to nearly double its exports this season to 1.8
million kilograms. The variety offers a resilient, high-value solution for growers
facing climate change and is grown by Taylor Corp and Golden Bay Fruit. The
vibrant red apple ripens early, holding its strong colour even in the heat whilst
boasting a zesty flavour with long shelf life. Sassy  is currently sold in over 10
countries and is being trialled in nurseries across South Africa, China, Europe,
and the United Kingdom. 

At KPMG, we believe that the future success of New Zealand depends on our
ability and willingness to add value to our primary produce and take it to the
world. Keeping informed on the latest news and discussions is just one of the
ways to make this happen for New Zealand’s most significant contributor to
prosperity.

If others in your organisation would find this publication useful, please forward
this email on to them. They can then subscribe to our weekly newsletter.

Regards,

Ian Proudfoot
Global Head of Agribusiness

Andrew Watene
Head of KPMG Propagate™
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