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Weekly news update from the KPMG Agribusiness 
Network

Welcome to this week’s issue of Field Notes, a summary of Agribusiness news 
from across the sector, prepared by the KPMG Agribusiness network.

Week in review
In Aotearoa…

The Government is introducing two new seasonal visas to support peak
workforce needs in agriculture and other seasonal industries [10 August, New
Zealand Government]. One of these, the Global Workforce Seasonal Visa will
allow businesses to bring highly skilled workers to New Zealand for subsequent
seasons on the same visa.

The avocado industry has been awarded a collective FernMark licence, marking
the first horticulture sector to use the official country-of-origin mark  
[8 August, Farmers Weekly]. The FernMark, recognised by nearly half of
consumers in key export markets, will feature in New Zealand Avocado’s
upcoming promotional campaigns across Asia, North America, and other
strategic markets.

New Zealand’s largest working farm, Molesworth Station, has a confirmed case
of bovine tuberculosis (TB) after an animal tested positive during routine
surveillance testing [12 August, NZ Herald]. While the 180,000ha station was
declared TB-free in April, it remains under the TBfree surveillance programme.
Local wildlife is suspected to be the source of the incursion, livestock movement
restrictions remain in place and testing is underway for the rest of the mob
affected.

The Government has announced plans to review New Zealand’s product
labelling regulations [7 August, Farmers Weekly].  
Led by the Ministry of Regulation, the review aims to simplify a system currently
governed by more than 30 different codes, standards, and regulations. It hopes
to reduce business compliance costs and encourage international retailers into
New Zealand.

In International news...

In the United States, the Department of Agriculture will purchase up to US $35
million (NZ $58.4 million) of fresh apples to support national nutrition
programmes  [7 August, Fruitnet]. The initiative supports the department’s efforts
to support and stabilise domestic apple markets while supplying healthy produce
to food assistance programmes across the country. 

Leading international plant breeder, Bloom Fresh, has won a legal case in China
after a grower was found illegally propagating its IFG Ten grape variety under a
different name [8 August, Fruitnet]. The court ordered the destruction of the
infringing vines and awarded substantial compensation to Bloom Fresh.

In the United Kingdom, the Agricultural and Horticultural Development Board
estimate oat planted areas have risen 13% year-on-year to 207,000ha,  [12
August, Agriland]. Farmers are increasingly turning to oats for their sustainability
appeal due to low input requirements and the grain’s rising market value, driven
by booming demand for animal feed and plant-based products.

Spotlight stories
Nutrition Spotlight: Danone launches Oikos yogurt drink aimed at GLP-1 users
[11 August, Food Dive]

French-based food multinational, Danone, has launched Oikos Fusion, a yogurt
drink designed for people taking GLP-1 medications like Ozempic. These
medications can cause muscle loss during the total weight loss. The product
aims to help users build and maintain muscle mass, targeting the roughly 10% of
Americans who have used or are currently using GLP-1 drugs.

Horticulture Spotlight: Farmers bet on nutritionally rich jujubes becoming next
food trend [9 August, ABC News]

Australian growers are investing millions in jujube orchards, hoping they will be
the next major food phenomenon. Jujubes, also known as Chinese dates, are
native to Asia and have been cultivated for thousands of years. They are high in
vitamin C and are commonly used in traditional Chinese medicine, teas, and
cooking. Around 60 Australian growers have cultivated approximately 50,000
trees with horticulture companies like Seeka, planning major expansions. 

This week's headlines
NZ & Indonesia sign agreement to boost agricultural cooperation [7 August, New
Zealand Government]   

New Zealand and Indonesia have signed a bilateral agreement to strengthen
their agricultural cooperation, enhance trade and create new commercial
opportunities for farmers and agribusinesses. The agreement provides a
framework for collaboration in livestock development, smart agriculture,
biosecurity, and research. It also establishes a dedicated Consultative Forum to
align technical standards and reduce trade barriers.

Snickers maker Mars to use gene-editing in pursuit of stable chocolate supply |
Food Dive [7 August, Food Dive]   

Global confectionery company Mars is using plant breeding technology from
biotech firm Pairwise to develop cocoa plants that are more resilient to climate
change and disease. This initiative aims to address a growing cocoa shortage
caused by drought, aging trees, and plant disease. Through Pairwise’s Fulcrum
platform, Mars will apply CRISPR gene-editing technology to identify genetic
traits that help cocoa crops adapt to these environmental stressors.

Vinarchy Targets APAC Growth as Global Wine Demand Declines -
WineMixture.com [6 August, WineMixture] 

Australian Wine Holdco Limited has launched a new company, Vinarchy, to
localise their operations and strengthen their presence in the Asia-Pacific region
amid declining global wine consumption. The company is targeting key markets
such as China, Japan, Korea, and India, aiming to respond quickly to evolving
consumer preferences. For example, Vinarchy is addressing these shifts is by
offering lighter, lower-alcohol wines and modern packaging formats.

At KPMG, we believe that the future success of New Zealand depends on our
ability and willingness to add value to our primary produce and take it to the
world. Keeping informed on the latest news and discussions is just one of the
ways to make this happen for New Zealand’s most significant contributor to
prosperity.

If others in your organisation would find this publication useful, please forward
this email on to them. They can then subscribe to our weekly newsletter.

Regards,

Ian Proudfoot
Global Head of Agribusiness

Andrew Watene
Head of KPMG Propagate™
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