21 August 2025

Weekly news update from the KPMG Agribusiness
Network

Welcome to this week’s issue of Field Notes, a summary of Agribusiness news
from across the sector, prepared by the KPMG Agribusiness network.

Week in review

In Aotearoa...

Environment Canterbury has granted a resource consent to renewable energy,

venture EcoGas, for its Otautahi Christchurch Organics Processing Facility [19

August, EcoGas]. The Hornby facility will convert household organic waste into

bioenergy and fertiliser using anaerobic digestion and biomass processing, with
operations expected to begin in early 2027.

New Zealand Bio Forestry, Taiwan’s PanCycle, and Inspira Applied Bio Solutions

have signed a strategic agreement to convert Pinus radiata into biodegradable

packaging_alternatives [19 August, NZ Bio Forestry]. The initiative aims to
replace fossil-based plastics in food packaging, starting with 25,000 tonnes of
output and scaling to over 100,000 tonnes across five sites.

The 10th round of the New Zealand-China Strategic Research Alliance has
awarded $300,000 each to four joint research projects [14 August, MBIE]. The
projects include developing climate-resilient apple varieties, recycling wood
waste for a circular economy, creating food ingredients for elderly nutrition that
protect nerve cells, and studying the spread of antimicrobial resistance in dairy

farms.
In International news...

In China, the Ministry of Commerce extended its investigation into subsidies paid
to European dairy products until February 2026 [18 August, Agriland]. The
investigation began in August 2024 and examines the impact of 20 European
Union subsidy schemes on China’s domestic dairy sector.

In Australia, Tasmania’s salmon industry is seeking fast-track approval for

Florfenicol, a new antibiotic to treat the bacterial disease Piscirickettsia salmonis
affecting_farmed fish [15 August, ABC News]. The request follows significant
stock losses last summer, with concerns that the warmer winter conditions could

lead to further mass casualties in the upcoming season.

Global food manufacturer Kellogg’s has become the first food company to sign

an Assurance of Voluntary Compliance to permanently remove artificial dyes

from its cereal products by the end of 2027 [14 August, Fox Business]. The
decision follows months of investigation into the continued use of artificial dyes in
United States products.

Spotlight stories

Energy Spotlight: Floating_solar farm ready to be merged with North Sea

offshore wind park [14 August, Balkan Green Energy News]

Dutch company Oceans of Energy has launched the world’s first floating solar
farm to be integrated within an operational offshore wind park, in the North Sea.
The modular solar platform features 1,400 photovoltaic panels on 196 floaters
and was assembled in just three days at the Port of Amsterdam. It will be towed
22 kilometres offshore and connected to the wind farm. This hybrid system aims
to boost the park's energy output by over 20%, and will only use 3-5% of the
space between the wind turbines.

Animal-health Spotlight: $20 million research partnerships see Australia

pioneer world-first FMD vaccine [4 August, Meat & Livestock Australia]

Meat & Livestock Australia has partnered with the New South Wales
Government and U.S. research company Tiba Biotech to develop a world first
biodegradable Foot-and-Mouth Disease vaccine. The five-year research
programme uses mRNA technology instead of the virus, significantly reducing
biosecurity risks. The vaccine is designed to be shelf-stable without requiring
cold storage, with early testing confirming it is safe for both animals and
consumers.

This week's headlines

Green fuel on the blue horizon [13 August, Farmers Weekly]

The Bioeconomy Science Institute has developed a technology to convert
forestry waste into marine-grade biofuel, offering a significant emissions
reduction and a potential $600 million manufacturing opportunity. The technology
uses patented distillation and catalysis methods to convert biomass to fuel. The
fuel is compatible with existing ship engines and could replace up to 20% of
conventional fuel while reducing emissions by 18%.

Planned return of live cattle export gets held up [18 August, RNZ]

Efforts to reinstate live cattle exports from New Zealand have stalled due to
delays in Cabinet approval and legislative drafting. The trade, banned in 2023
following the fatal Gulf Livestock 1 shipping disaster in 2020, is being
reconsidered under the current coalition government. Ministers stated the focus
is on cattle only, with updated regulations aimed at improving welfare standards.
However, opposition from animal welfare groups, veterinarians, and some
political parties remains strong.

US honey bee deaths reach record high; Varroa mites threaten crops and drive

up food prices [11 August, Economic Times]

In the US, honeybee colonies have suffered record losses, with over 60% of
commercial hives lost between mid-2024 and early 2025. This amounts to 1.7
million colonies and an estimated US $600 million (NZ $1.03 billion) in economic
damage. The decline is due to pesticide-resistant Varroa destructor mites, which
feed on bees and transmit lethal viruses. The impact is significant for pollination-
dependent crops such as almonds, apples, and blueberries. Researchers are
exploring solutions such as breeding mite-resistant bees and developing new
treatments to protect pollination.

At KPMG, we believe that the future success of New Zealand depends on our
ability and willingness to add value to our primary produce and take it to the
world. Keeping informed on the latest news and discussions is just one of the
ways to make this happen for New Zealand’s most significant contributor to
prosperity.

If others in your organisation would find this publication useful, please forward
this email on to them. They can then subscribe to our weekly newsletter.

Regards,

lan Proudfoot Andrew Watene
Global Head of Agribusiness Head of KPMG Propagate™
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