28 August 2025

Weekly news update from the KPMG Agribusiness
Network

Welcome to this week’s issue of Field Notes, a summary of Agribusiness news
from across the sector, prepared by the KPMG Agribusiness network.

Week in review

In Aotearoa...

New Zealand’s free trade agreement with the United Arab Emirates has officially

come into effect, removing tariffs on 98.5% of exports [26 August, Farmers

Weekly]. By 2027 99% of all exports will be duty free, opening significant
opportunities for New Zealand in a market that imports around 90% of its food.

The Government and horticulture sector have released an implementation

roadmap to double farmgate returns by 2035 [26 August, Rural News Group].
The roadmap, launched at the Horticulture Conference this week, focusses on
building foundations, driving farmgate value and enabling a future-fit sector. This
will be through initiatives such as workforce development, export growth, crop
protection, and celebrating Maori success.

The Government has committed NZ $24.6 million through the Regional
Infrastructure Fund to support horticulture projects in the Hawke’s Bay and
Tairawhiti regions [27 August, Farmers Weekly]. The investment will support five
Maori-led horticulture and water resilience projects to support local jobs,
productivity, and export growth.

Farmers have responded to the Government’s final report into banking
competition, which recommended greater transparency in lending_practices [23
August, RNZ]. They welcomed the focus on fairer access to finance, especially
the call for clearer disclosure of rural lending rates, which are often significantly
higher than residential rates.

In International news...

Australia is changing_its export standards for Angus beef, lowering_the required
genetic threshold from 75% to 50% Angus genetics [22 August, ABC News]. The
move, led by AUS-MEAT, aims to unlock new export opportunities, particularly to
the United States market, improve returns for crossbred cattle, and reduce the
euthanasia of surplus dairy calves.

Meanwhile, Australian Soluna apples have entered the US for the first time via a
test shipment [22 August, ABC News]. The premium apples with deep purple
skin, retail at around AUD$10.00/kg (NZD$11.12kg). There are plans to expand
into China next year, following newly secured market access.

In the United Kingdom, fresh concerns have emerged over glyphosate

resistance in Italian ryegrass, one of the country’s most common arable weeds
[22 August, Farming UK News]. The Weed Resistance Action Group have
confirmed new populations glyphosate-tolerant weed populations, with further
screening planned for spring 2026.

Algeria has signed contracts to build the world’s largest integrated dairy project
[24 August, Agriland]. The US$3.5 billion (NZ $5.97 billion) project will construct
farms and powder production facilities. The facility is set to begin operations by
the end of 2027 and will reduce dependence on imported dairy products by
producing around half of the nation’s milk powder needs annually.

Spotlight stories

Fisheries Spotlight: NOAA Fisheries embracing eDNA tool for rockfish
management [25 August, Seafood Source]

Scientists at the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Fisheries in
the US are adopting environmental DNA (eDNA) technology to improve rockfish
management. Their new eDNA tool detects genetic traces in water samples,
eliminating the need for traditional trawling for hard-to-track species.
Researchers recently completed a study showing the tool accurately identified
nearly all of the 42 rockfish species tested.

Innovation Spotlight: For the Allergy-Ridden, Pollen Can Be a Nuisance. But
Scientists Are Using the Powdery Stuff to Make Paper, Sponges and More
[20 August, Smithsonian Magazine]

Researchers at Singapore’s Nanyang Technological University have developed a
sustainable method to convert pollen grains into a flexible microgel. This
microgel can be used to create biodegradable materials like paper, films, and
sponges. This low-impact process avoids harming plants and offers eco-friendly
alternatives for packaging, medical devices, and drug delivery.

This week's headlines

NZ-based pet food exporters still barred from China after bird flu cases [26
August, RNZ]

New Zealand pet food exporters remain restricted from accessing the Chinese
market following last year’s bird flu detection in Otago. Despite confidence the
disease has been eliminated, the export ban continues, costing the sector an
estimated NZ $100 million to date. The Ministry for Primary Industries (MPI) is
working to revise Chinese export access requirements by demonstrating that
heat treatment effectively mitigates bird flu risk, while Chinese officials seek to
audit local pet food facilities to verify MPI’s certification process.

Award-winning_ ProDose Pineapple Wax Dosing Machine automates
preservation process for large producers [26 August, Fruitnet]

Global food tech firm JBT Marel has launched a fully automated system
designed to modernise the preservation of fresh pineapples for large-scale
producers. The ProDose Pineapple Wax Dosing Machine replaces traditional
manual waxing methods, ensuring consistent application, reducing waste, and
minimising labour. It features real-time monitoring, adjustable settings for
different pineapple varieties, and wireless data logging via a mobile app.

On The Up: From vineyards to space — the Hawke’s Bay agritech company
hoping_to blast off [26 August, NZ Herald]

Hawke’s Bay agritech company RossAl is gaining international attention for its
sustainable, tech-driven solutions in agriculture. Its flagship products include
BioClip, a compostable vine clip made from biomaterials and agricultural
byproducts, and LabLess, a portable, real-time testing platform enabling on-site
monitoring of food production without the need for lab facilities. Originally
focused on improving vineyard management, RossAl is now expanding its reach
into aerospace, having been selected to pitch its technology to leading venture
capital judges in the US.

At KPMG, we believe that the future success of New Zealand depends on our
ability and willingness to add value to our primary produce and take it to the
world. Keeping informed on the latest news and discussions is just one of the
ways to make this happen for New Zealand’s most significant contributor to
prosperity.

If others in your organisation would find this publication useful, please forward
this email on to them. They can then subscribe to our weekly newsletter.

Regards,

lan Proudfoot Andrew Watene
Global Head of Agribusiness Head of KPMG Propagate™
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