
11 September 2025

Weekly news update from the KPMG Agribusiness 
Network

Welcome to this week’s issue of Field Notes, a summary of Agribusiness news 
from across the sector, prepared by the KPMG Agribusiness network.

Greenhouse Gas Emissions Accounting
Training Series
Following great feedback from our previous GHG emissions accounting training
sessions, we’re excited to be running the next round of KPMG’s Accounting for
GHG Emissions Fundamentals Training Series.

The course is instructor-led, delivered virtually and accessible globally.  
The sessions are interactive using a mix of presentation, case studies and
exercises. Whether you’re just starting your GHG emissions reporting journey or
looking to deepen your expertise, this is a great opportunity to build capability in
GHG emissions accounting.

By the end of the series, you would have an understanding of how to measure a
GHG emissions inventory under the GHG Protocol Standards.

To accommodate our ASPAC audience, sessions will be held in the afternoon
NZT, offering a practical and convenient learning experience. 

Register by 19th September to take advantage of our early bird rates!

GHG Emissions Accounting Training Series - KPMG New Zealand

Week in review
In Aotearoa…

State-owned farms, Pāmu has launched a new equity partnership initiative at
Mahiwi Farm, a 708 hectare sheep and beef farm, to help young farmers build a
pathway to ownership [9 September, Farmers Weekly]. As Crown-owned land,
Pāmu cannot sell their interest in the farm so equity would be grown through
income generated on the farm.

Massey University and the Horticultural Agricultural Teachers Association are
launching online courses to upskill secondary school teachers in agriculture,
horticulture, and agribusiness [9 September, Rural News]. The modular
programme targets new and existing teachers, addressing rising student interest
and a shortage of qualified educators.

The Bioeconomy Science Institute has partnered with Nelson-based aquaculture
company Seaweave to commercialise AI-powered imaging technology [2
September, Plant & Food Research]. The technology, developed by Plant &
Food Research, can track individual fish identification, allowing for monitoring of
growth, health, and behaviour in aquaculture environments, to support improved
decision-making and productivity in the sector.

Sealord has proposed closing its coated-fish factory in Nelson, which will mean
the disestablishment of 79 permanent roles [5 September, 1News]. The
announcement follows a 12-month business review, with rising operating costs
and pressure from supermarkets for higher margins cited as reasons leading to
their exit from the retail frozen sector.

In International news...

China has imposed anti-dumping duties of up to 62.4% on pork imports from the
European Union (EU), citing unfair competition and harm to its domestic industry
[5 September, Reuters]. The move is widely seen as a response to EU tariffs on
Chinese electric vehicles, escalating trade tensions between the two countries.

Ukraine has suspended exports of soybean and rapeseed after farmers refused
to pay an exempted export duty [9 September, Agriland]. The suspension follows
the introduction of a 10% export duty, which producers are exempt from paying;
confusion over product origin verification means the exemption is currently
impossible to implement.

Canada has approved a trade pathway for fresh Australian apples, removing the
need for fumigation or cold treatment [8 September, Fruitnet]. Following years of
negotiation, the new market access conditions support market diversification for
high-quality Australian apples.

Meanwhile, Australian supermarket, Coles, has postponed its pledge to phase
out caged eggs, citing avian flu disruptions and cost-of-living concerns [5
September, ABC News]. The phase-out, originally due to occur this year, has
been delayed until 2030, drawing criticism from animal welfare advocates. Coles
maintains that over 85% of its branded shell eggs are already cage-free. 

Spotlight stories
Viticulture Spotlight: Bien Nacido tests Saga Robotics' UV-C robots in wine
country [8 September, Ag Funder News]

In the United States, a California vineyard is trialling autonomous UV-C robots to
address powdery mildew in grapevines.  Developed by Norwegian startup Saga
Robotics, the Thorvald robots use UV-C light to disrupt fungal DNA, offering a
chemical-free alternative to fungicides. Saga Robotics operate a robots-as-a-
service model, where growers pay per acre for treatment. The robots currently
service over 1,300 acres of vineyards and 13 strawberry growers.

Energy Spotlight: New Agri-Energy Coalition launched to tackle food-energy
gaps [3 September, ESI Africa]

In Africa, a new Agri-Energy Coalition has been formed to address food and
energy challenges in low- and middle-income countries. Members of the
international multi-stakeholder alliance are working together to power the food
system with clean, affordable energy. The initiative aims to deliver integrated
solutions such as solar irrigation and cold storage to reduce food waste, improve
smallholder livelihoods, and strengthen food security through shared learning
and policy advocacy.  

This week's headlines
NZ red meat exports hit $864m in July, boosted by strong EU demand 
[8 September, The Country]

Strong global meat prices supported New Zealand’s red meat exports to reach
$864 million in July. The 19% lift in export value on last year was driven by
strong global demand for sheepmeat, particularly from the European Union. The
volume to the EU was largely unchanged from last July, with value growing by
34%. The United States remained the largest market, with exports rising 11%
year-on-year. 

US tariffs boost NZ wool carpet export opportunity [9 September, Rural News]

A recent 50% tariff imposed by the US on Indian goods, including carpets, has
created a significant export opportunity for New Zealand wool carpet
manufacturer Bremworth. With Indian carpet exports to the US previously valued
at around $187 million, Bremworth now finds its niche wool products more cost-
competitive in the North American market. The company is focusing on
expanding its wool carpet exports, not synthetics, and is undergoing a strategic
review.

Kraft Heinz is splitting into two companies [3 September, CNN]

American multinational food company, Kraft Heinz plans to split into two publicly
traded companies by late 2026 to simplify its business, allocate capital
effectively, and better respond to changing consumer preferences. The decision
comes after years of declining sales and criticism that the 2015 merger failed to
drive innovation. One company will focus on popular, fast-growing businesses,
like sauces, spreads and shelf-stable meals; while the other will focus on grocery
and food-away-from-home businesses. 

At KPMG, we believe that the future success of New Zealand depends on our
ability and willingness to add value to our primary produce and take it to the
world. Keeping informed on the latest news and discussions is just one of the
ways to make this happen for New Zealand’s most significant contributor to
prosperity.

If others in your organisation would find this publication useful, please forward
this email on to them. They can then subscribe to our weekly newsletter.

Regards,

Ian Proudfoot
Global Head of Agribusiness

Andrew Watene
Head of KPMG Propagate™
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