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Weekly news update from the KPMG Agribusiness 
Network

Welcome to this week’s issue of Field Notes, a summary of Agribusiness news 
from across the sector, prepared by the KPMG Agribusiness network.

Greenhouse Gas Emissions Accounting
Training Series
Following great feedback from our previous GHG emissions accounting training
sessions, we’re excited to be running the next round of KPMG’s Accounting for
GHG Emissions Fundamentals Training Series.

The course is instructor-led, delivered virtually and accessible globally.  
The sessions are interactive using a mix of presentation, case studies and
exercises. Whether you’re just starting your GHG emissions reporting journey or
looking to deepen your expertise, this is a great opportunity to build capability in
GHG emissions accounting.

By the end of the series, you would have an understanding of how to measure a
GHG emissions inventory under the GHG Protocol Standards.

To accommodate our ASPAC audience, sessions will be held in the afternoon
NZT, offering a practical and convenient learning experience. 

Register by 19th September to take advantage of our early bird rates!

GHG Emissions Accounting Training Series - KPMG New Zealand

Week in review
In Aotearoa…

Food processor Wattie’s has terminated its contract with almost 20 Hawke’s Bay
peach growers, as the company scales back its canned peach production [16
September, 1News]. The decision follows the loss of a supply agreement with
Foodstuffs private label, Pams, along with reduced demand for New Zealand-
grown canned peaches as cheaper imported alternatives increase competition. 

Five new commercial partnerships have been signed between New Zealand and
Saudi Arabian companies [16 September, Farmers Weekly]. The partnerships,
valued at over NZ$100 million, include agreements for nutrition product
distribution, premium fruit supply chain developments, advanced animal
management, and large-scale creative industry collaborations. 

Disease management agency OSPRI will introduce livestock movement controls
in Central Otago from 1 October to help prevent the spread of bovine
tuberculosis (Tb) which can be transmitted by infected possums [15 September,
Farmers Weekly]. The region currently has five infected herds, about a third of
the national total. The restrictions mean all cattle and deer over three months old
must be Tb tested within 60 days prior to being moved. 

New Zealand King Salmon has purchased an NZ$8 million commercial facility in
Blenheim to support future scale of its Blue Endeavour open ocean salmon farm
[12 September, RNZ]. The site will consolidate logistics, storage, and processing
functions, but its development is still around three years away.

In International news...

Belgium’s largest supermarket chain has expanded their blended meat ranges,
combining beef with plant-based ingredients to reduce the reliance on animal
protein [16 September, Green Queen]. Supermarket chain Colruyt’s has
launched a new mince made with 40% fava bean flour. The move follows similar
launches by other major European retailers, competitor Lidl reports that blended
mince now accounts for a third of all beef mince sales. 

One of Canada’s five Global Innovation Clusters, Protein Industries Canada has
invested C$6.6 million (NZ$8.0 million) in a C$32.5 million (NZ$39.6 million)
initiative to develop protein ingredients from fava beans and mycelium [12
September, Green Queen]. Led by two local startups, the project uses low-
impact processing and fermentation technologies to create sustainable food
solutions. 

In Taiwan, the Agriculture and Food Agency has partnered with eight major retail
chains to promote locally grown produce nationwide until the end of the year [15
September, Taipei Times]. Inspired by Japan’s “Green Lantern” initiative, the
campaign encourages consumers to identify certified local products and support
domestic agriculture. 

In Australia, potato mop-top virus has been found in potatoes purchased from
retail stores in the state of Tasmania [12 September, ABC News]. This follows
the initial discovery of the virus earlier this year, marking its first known presence
in Australia. While the virus poses no risk to human health, it can distort potato
flesh and reduce crop yields, prompting import restrictions from other Australian
states.

Spotlight stories
Regenerative Agriculture Spotlight: PepsiCo, Mars, ADM team up for
regenerative agriculture project in Poland [10 September, AgFunder News] 

In Poland, global food companies PepsiCo, Mars, and ADM have launched a
new initiative to support farmers practicing rotational agriculture. Rotational
growing sees different crops alternated each season to restore soil nutrients and
structure as well as control weeds and pests. The collaboration is designed as a
replicable model for broader adoption, the pilot will start with 24 farmers across
5,454 hectares, offering training and financial incentives to integrate regenerative
practices, like no-till and cover cropping.

Emissions Spotlight: Global Methane Hub project leverages satellite tech to
reduce methane emissions in Latam and Africa [12 September, AgFunder
News] 

Climate organisation Global Methane Hub is investing US$4.7 million (NZ$7.9
million) through its Time2Graze project to develop satellite-based grazing
management tools across eight countries in Latin America and Africa. The three-
year initiative targets grazing practices, as quality of feed, and availability of
grazing lands impact the methane emissions produced. The Time2Graze
technology delivers real-time estimates of grassland biomass every five days at
a 10-by-10 metre resolution. 

This week's headlines
Govt backtracks on ag curriculum demotion [16 September, Farmers Weekly] 

The New Zealand Government has confirmed that agriculture and horticulture
will remain as standalone academic subjects, reversing an earlier decision to
remove them from the curriculum. Agriculture, agricultural and horticultural
science will continue to be academic subjects for Years 12 and 13; while
agribusiness will be a compulsory part of the business studies curriculum. The
decision follows strong feedback from educators and industry leaders, who
argued that removing academic options would limit student’s exposure to the
primary sector.

Low-carbon liquid fuels get $1.1B Fed Govt boost [17 September, Grain Central] 

The Australian Federal Government has announced an AU$1.1 billion (NZ$1.2
billion) investment to accelerate the country’s low carbon-liquid fuels sector. A
new 10-year Cleaner Fuels Programme aims to attract investment for domestic
production, support innovation, and create new markets for growers of
feedstocks such as canola and tallow. Industry leaders, including GrainCorp and
GrainGrowers, have welcomed the move, highlighting its potential to strengthen
fuel security, reduce emissions, and unlock economic opportunities for regional
communities and producers. 

B+LNZ launches AI assistant for farmers [11 September, Rural News] 

Beef + Lamb New Zealand (B+LNZ) has launched Bella, an AI-powered
assistant designed to help farmers access tailored advice and resources. Bella is
trained on verified sector-specific content from the B+LNZ Knowledge Hub,
including over 4600 pages and 220 hours of audio-visual material. The tool has
been tested by more than 100 users and supports voice queries, multiple
languages, and mobile access with ongoing improvements driven by farmer
feedback. 

At KPMG, we believe that the future success of New Zealand depends on our
ability and willingness to add value to our primary produce and take it to the
world. Keeping informed on the latest news and discussions is just one of the
ways to make this happen for New Zealand’s most significant contributor to
prosperity.

If others in your organisation would find this publication useful, please forward
this email on to them. They can then subscribe to our weekly newsletter.

Regards,

Ian Proudfoot
Global Head of Agribusiness

Andrew Watene
Head of KPMG Propagate™

Legal | Privacy | kpmg.com/nz

KPMG New Zealand: 
18 Viaduct Harbour Avenue 
PO Box 1584 
Auckland 1140 
T: +64 9 367 5800

The information contained herein is of a general nature and is not intended to address the circumstances 
of any particular individual or entity. Although we endeavour to provide accurate and timely information, 
there can be no guarantee that such information is accurate as of the date it is received or that it will 
continue to be accurate in the future. No one should act upon such information without appropriate 
professional advice after a thorough examination of the particular situation.

© 2025 KPMG, a New Zealand Partnership and a member firm of the KPMG global organisation of 
independent member firms affiliated with KPMG International Limited, a private English company limited 
by guarantee. All rights reserved.

https://kpmg.com/nz/en/home/industries/agribusiness/field-notes.html?ExcludePageBreak=true
https://kpmg.com/nz/en/home/services/kpmg-impact/impact-measurement-assurance-reporting/ghg-emissions-accounting-training-series.html?ExcludePageBreak=true
https://www.1news.co.nz/2025/09/16/multiple-hawkes-bay-peach-growers-cut-loose-as-watties-scales-back/?ExcludePageBreak=true
https://www.farmersweekly.co.nz/politics/ag-deals-feature-in-new-saudi-partnerships/?ExcludePageBreak=true
https://www.farmersweekly.co.nz/news/stock-restrictions-in-place-to-fight-tb/?ExcludePageBreak=true
https://www.farmersweekly.co.nz/news/king-salmon-buys-new-8m-commercial-site/?ExcludePageBreak=true
https://www.greenqueen.com.hk/blended-meat-hybrid-beef-vlees-belgium-colruyt-lidl/?ExcludePageBreak=true
https://www.greenqueen.com.hk/maia-farms-phytokana-fava-bean-mycelium-protein-industries-canada/?ExcludePageBreak=true
https://communication.kpmg.co.nz/email_handler.aspx?sid=blankform&intIaContactId=JZFh%2bLckgWJUnv9gQUgrEg%3d%3d&redirect=https%3a%2f%2fwww.taipeitimes.com%2fNews%2ftaiwan%2farchives%2f2025%2f09%2f15%2f2003843820&checksum=B2D45586&ExcludePageBreak=true
https://communication.kpmg.co.nz/email_handler.aspx?sid=blankform&intIaContactId=JZFh%2bLckgWJUnv9gQUgrEg%3d%3d&redirect=https%3a%2f%2fwww.abc.net.au%2fnews%2f2025-09-12%2fmop-top-virus-found-in-supermarket-potatoes%2f105767970&checksum=201050CE&ExcludePageBreak=true
https://agfundernews.com/pepsico-mars-adm-team-up-for-regenerative-agriculture-project-in-poland?ExcludePageBreak=true
https://agfundernews.com/global-methane-hub-project-leverages-satellite-tech-to-reduce-methane-emissions-in-latam-and-africa?ExcludePageBreak=true
https://www.farmersweekly.co.nz/politics/govt-backtracks-on-ag-curriculum-demotion/?ExcludePageBreak=true
https://www.graincentral.com/news/low-carbon-liquid-fuels-get-1-1b-fed-govt-boost/?ExcludePageBreak=true
https://www.ruralnewsgroup.co.nz/rural-news/rural-management/blnz-bella-ai-digital-assistant-farmers?ExcludePageBreak=true
https://communication.kpmg.co.nz/5/136/agri-business/field-notes-subscription.asp?ExcludePageBreak=true
https://www.linkedin.com/company/kpmg-new-zealand?ExcludePageBreak=true
https://twitter.com/kpmgnz?ExcludePageBreak=true
https://home.kpmg.com/nz/en/home/misc/legal.html?ExcludePageBreak=true
https://home.kpmg.com/nz/en/home/misc/privacy.html?ExcludePageBreak=true
https://home.kpmg.com/nz/en/home.html?ExcludePageBreak=true

