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Weekly news update from the KPMG Agribusiness 
Network

Welcome to this week’s issue of Field Notes, a summary of Agribusiness news 
from across the sector, prepared by the KPMG Agribusiness network.

Week in review
In Aotearoa…

Ngāpuhi-owned Kaikohe Berryfruit and Turners & Growers Fresh (T&G) have
announced a joint venture in Te Taitokerau, Northland [22 September, Fruitnet].
T&G will lease Kaikohe’s 10ha orchards and packhouse site for nine and a half
years, providing orchard services and exporting premium berries, while boosting
local employment, and strengthening the region’s horticulture sector.

Canterbury-based Leaft Foods has signed a new deal with Japanese firm Lacto
Japan to distribute its plant-based protein, Rubisco, across Asia [18 September,
RNZ]. The deal is expected to open high-value export markets, allowing for
significant production uplift for Leaft in the next few years.

In Nelson, snack producer Griffin’s has proposed closing its Proper Crisps
factory, which would result in the disestablishment of 82 roles [18 September,
RNZ]. The proposal is part of a plan to consolidate all of its savoury snack
manufacturing at its Wiri site in Auckland.

Auckland’s new AI-powered Cascade supercomputer delivers three times the
computing power of its predecessor [22 September, RNZ]. Hosted by Earth
Sciences NZ and housed in a renewable-powered data centre, it will significantly
improve the accuracy of weather forecasting. Five-day weather forecasts will
now be as accurate as two-day forecasts, supporting emergency planning and
climate resilience.

In International news...

The United States Department of Agriculture will stop publishing its annual food
insecurity survey [22 September, Green Queen]. The move, affecting 47 million
food insecure Americans, including beneficiaries of the Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Programme, ends a decades-long tool used to track hunger and
advocate for food assistance initiatives across the United States.

Global manufacturing company, Mars Incorporated, has announced a €1 billion
(NZD $2 billion) investment to modernise and expand its manufacturing
operations across 10 countries in the European Union by 2026 [September 18,
Mars Global]. The company is investing in low-emission, innovation-led
manufacturing to scale sustainable production across its 24 factories in Europe.

Dutch greenhouse company, Kubo, has built large-scale strawberry production
sites in Canada and Saudi Arabia using its Ultra-Clima semi-closed system [22
September, Fruitnet]. The model features emission-free CO₂ dosing and
controlled airflow, reducing the need for chemical pest control.

In the United Kingdom, a University of Plymouth study has found that
nanoplastics can enter the edible parts of vegetables as they grow [17
September, Farming UK]. Researchers found nanoplastics can bypass plant
barriers and accumulate in plant tissue that is later consumed, revealing a new
food safety risk.

Spotlight stories
Sustainability Spotlight: Backed by Bill Gates, Singapore's Terra Oleo Raises
$3.1M to Turn Waste Into Palm Oil Substitutes [18 September, Green Queen]

Singapore-based tech startup, Terra Oleo, has raised USD $3.1million (NZD
$5.3 million)  and has been selected for the 2025 Breakthrough Energy Fellows
programme to scale its precision-fermented alternatives to palm oil and cocoa
butter. Using agro-industrial waste like starch, biodiesel and oleochemical waste,
Terra Oleo’s fats reduce emissions by up to 86%, land use by 90%, and water
use by 88%. Their products are already being tested with global food, cosmetics
and oleochemical companies, with manufacturing underway in Thailand and
Singapore.  

Wool Spotlight: Wool keratin may help nip tooth decay [15 September, Farmers
Weekly]

Researchers have discovered that keratin extracted from wool could offer a
sustainable solution to one of the world’s most widespread health issues, tooth
decay. Using human teeth and wool-derived keratin films, the study showed
enamel-like mineral layers forming on damaged tooth surfaces treated with the
keratin films. The breakthrough positions wool as a clinically viable, high-value
biomaterial for enamel repair.  

This week's headlines
New kiwifruit investment fund targets wealthy foreigners wanting NZ residency
[19 September, RNZ]

A new investment fund targeting wealthy overseas investors is offering SunGold
kiwifruit orchards as a pathway to New Zealand residency under the Active
Investor Plus visa. Managed by Greener Pastures and approved by New
Zealand Trade and Enterprise, the fund requires a minimum NZD $5 million
investment, with capital directed toward orchard ownership or Zespri shares.

McDonald’s makes $200m commitment to regenerative agriculture and
responsible beef sourcing [16 September, New Food Magazine] 

McDonald’s USA is investing over USD $200 million (NZD $343 million) in
regenerative agriculture, its biggest sustainability initiative, through a seven-year
programme supporting ranchers across 38 states. In partnership with key
suppliers and national bodies, the Grassland Resilience and Conservation
Initiative will fund regenerative grazing, habitat restoration, and water and wildlife
conservation across 4 million acres.

Venison initiative connects nature and nutrition [19 September, Farmers Weekly] 

Canterbury venison producer, Mountain River Venison has launched a pilot
programme to verify regenerative farming practices through certified Ecological
Outcome Verification (EOV), working with Āta Regenerative and Lincoln
University. The programme will be piloted with 20 farmer suppliers to support and
educate them on regenerative management, with a key focus on soil health,
ecosystem balance, and continuous improvement. 

At KPMG, we believe that the future success of New Zealand depends on our
ability and willingness to add value to our primary produce and take it to the
world. Keeping informed on the latest news and discussions is just one of the
ways to make this happen for New Zealand’s most significant contributor to
prosperity.

If others in your organisation would find this publication useful, please forward
this email on to them. They can then subscribe to our weekly newsletter.

Regards,

Ian Proudfoot
Global Head of Agribusiness

Andrew Watene
Head of KPMG Propagate™
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