16 October 2025

Weekly news update from the KPMG Agribusiness
Network

Welcome to this week’s issue of Field Notes, a summary of Agribusiness news
from across the sector, prepared by the KPMG Agribusiness network.

Celebrating World Food Day 2025!

October 16th is World Food Day, this year’s theme is ‘Hand in Hand for Better
Foods and a Better Future’ calling for global collaboration to transform agrifood
systems to create a peaceful, sustainable prosperous and food-secure future.

KPMG released our Reimagining_global food system resilience report earlier this
year. The report explores the interconnected nature of food systems with every
person and organisation on the planet, discussing the challenges and resilience
in food production and the collaboration needed across various sectors to
enhance food security.

We invite you to access the full report here.

Week in review

In Aotearoa...

New Zealand Food Network has a new South Island distribution centre allowing
it to expand its operations [10 October, Farmers Weekly]. The new space offers
the food rescue charity 70% more storage space to serve its network of hubs
more efficiently across the South Island. The 15 hubs support more than 400
local charities.

A breeding_collaboration between state-farmer, Landcorp Farming_Limited

(Pamu),_and farmer co-operative Livestock Improvement Corporation Limited
has resulted in a new dairy-beef crossbreed [15 October, RNZ]. The first
‘Synergizer’ calves are now being raised on farm. The project sought to develop
a dairy-beef breed that would benefit the full value chain — dairy farmers, calf
rearers, beef finishers and processors.

A new online tool has been released to help farmers estimate their on-farm

greenhouse gas emissions [13 October, Institute of Rural Professionals]. The
On-farm Emissions Calculator is the first to apply the government-mandated
standard, allowing farmers to estimate emissions through the nationally
recognised methodology.

Industry good organisation, Dairy Women's Network has partnered with animal
health multinational IDEXX to launch a new $50,000 scholarship fund [15
October, Dairy News]. Designed to grow female leadership in the dairy industry,
scholarships up to a total of $10,000 annually, for five years, will be awarded to
enable access to leadership opportunities.

In International news...

South Africa has relaunched WTO processes against the European Union [10
October, EuroFruit]. The dispute centres around what South Africa considers to
be unscientific measures imposed by the EU on its citrus imports. Both sides are
hoping for a swift resolution to bring clarity for future trade relations.

In the United Kingdom, supermarket retailer Lidl GB has announced a £30.0

billion (NZ$ 70.2 billion)_investment into domestic food production [15 October,

FarmingUK]. The five-year pledge will invest in several initiatives such as water
catchment projects, carbon reduction programmes for livestock farmers, and
making all Lidl’s British fruit and vegetable suppliers LEAF Marque-certified.

American multinational Tyson Foods has agreed to pay US $85.0 million (NZ

$148.5 million)_to settle a pork price-fixing_class action lawsuit [7 October, Food

Dive]. The case, ongoing on since 2018, alleged the eight largest US pork
producers conspired to artificially raise prices on bacon, sausages and other
pork products. Tyson Foods are the latest to settle, with the total sum to date
close to US $200 million (NZ $349 million).

Spotlight stories

Agritech Spotlight: Satellite technology helps Zespri detect early signs of
disease in ltalian kiwifruit orchards [15 October, EuroFruit]

In ltaly, satellite data is being used to help with disease management in kiwifruit
orchards. The new remote sensing techniques, combined with historical data, is
helping Zespri Group Limited to detect early, and accelerate efforts to combat
both bacterial and physiological diseases. In recent years, Italian kiwifruit
production has decreased by around a third due a combination of both Psa
disease, and Kiwifruit Vine Decline Syndrome, known locally as moria. Moria is
particularly challenging for growers as affected plants look fine to the human eye
until they collapse.

Food Security Spotlight: Researchers land on an unusual solution to desert
food insecurity [10 October, Anthropocene]

In the United Arab Emirates, researchers at Khalifa University have found that
food waste can be used to remediate desert soils. The research team used
pineapple waste from the food industry, processing it into a soil amendment, and
mixing it into sandy soils. The result saw the desert soil’s ability to retain water
and nutrients improve by more than 30%. It is hoped that the team’s method can
be used to help desert soils grow more food, while also recycling food waste.

This week's headlines

Rotterdam court limits strike to weekends [13 October, Trans Info]

The District Court of Rotterdam has temporarily ordered workers back to
Europe’s largest seaport, ruling that industrial strike action at the Port of
Rotterdam can only occur over weekends. Lashing workers have been holding
an indefinite strike after mediation broke down. Significant trade disruption is
also occurring in Belgium, with key ports and the air freight sector experiencing
industrial action, as port pilots strike over planned pension reform.

Government lowers methane target, rules out methane taxes [12 October, RNZ]

The New Zealand Government has announced a revised biogenic methane
target for 2050. The new target has been set at a range of between 14-24
percent below 2017 levels, reflecting the findings released in 2024 from the
independent Methane Science Review. Further policy changes announced
confirmed there would be no future tax imposed on agricultural methane
emissions.

Governor Newsom signs first-in-the-nation law to ban ultra-processed foods from
school lunches [8 October, California Governor]

In the United States, California has become the first state to pass legislation to
define ultra-processed foods (UPFs) and eliminate them from schools. The law
will require the state Department of Public Health to work with the University of
California to identify the ‘most harmful’ UPFs by June 2028. Schools will have to
begin phasing these UPFs out within a year, with a total ban in place by 2035.

At KPMG, we believe that the future success of New Zealand depends on our
ability and willingness to add value to our primary produce and take it to the
world. Keeping informed on the latest news and discussions is just one of the
ways to make this happen for New Zealand’s most significant contributor to
prosperity.

If others in your organisation would find this publication useful, please forward
this email on to them. They can then subscribe to our weekly newsletter.

Regards,

lan Proudfoot Andrew Watene
Global Head of Agribusiness Head of KPMG Propagate™
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