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Weekly news update from the KPMG Agribusiness 
Network

Welcome to this week’s issue of Field Notes, a summary of Agribusiness news 
from across the sector, prepared by the KPMG Agribusiness network.

Week in review
In Aotearoa…

State-owned farming enterprise Pāmu has converted three more farms to
organic certification, bringing its portfolio to 11 organic farms and two runoffs  
[25 November, Farmers Weekly]. Organic production is strategically important for
Pāmu, allowing it to capture premium market returns and support sustainability,
whilst also supporting New Zealand’s organic sector to grow by providing volume
and stability through Pāmu’s scale.

Fast-food chain, McDonald’s New Zealand spent $235 million on locally grown
ingredients in 2024, sourcing about 90% of its menu items from Kiwi farmers [25
November, Rural News Group]. The fast-food outlet has released its annual
‘shopping list’, which also highlights an additional $287 million worth of New
Zealand produce was exported to McDonald’s restaurants worldwide.

The government has renewed its support for the Farmstrong rural wellbeing
programme with $2.7 million in funding [25 November, Farmers Weekly]. The
funding is the first phase of a five-year initiative totalling $6.8 million that aims to
reduce injuries in agriculture and horticulture by linking wellbeing to injury
prevention.

In International news...

Egypt's national airline carrier Egyptair has partnered with specialist cargo
company AirMaster to run extra flights from Cairo to Germany, helping move
additional perishable exports [25 November, Fruitnet]. The move was prompted
by Egypt’s strawberry season starting two weeks earlier than usual, creating
unexpected airfreight demand.

British egg producers are calling for safeguards after a surge in Ukrainian egg
imports, which they say threatens domestic supply chains, farm viability, and
animal welfare standards [21 November, Farming UK]. Industry groups are
urging the government to review trade measures to ensure fair competition and
maintain high welfare, food safety, and production standards.

Hungary’s parliament voted overwhelmingly to ban the production and sale of
lab-grown meat, framing it as a defence of public health and traditional rural life
[19 November, Euractiv]. The European Commission has warned the move
breaches European Union (EU) novel food rules and threatens the free
movement of goods, critics also argue it undermines innovation and the EU’s
evidence-based approval process.

In Australia, the bee-killing varroa mite has been detected in a hive at Salt
Creek, marking the state of South Australia’s second case since September [21
November, ABC News]. The source of the incursion is unknown, and local
authorities are working to establish whether nearby hives have also been
affected.

Spotlight stories
Functional Food Spotlight: Clinical trial NZ berry-based supplement may
reduce air pollution-related throat irritation [24 November, New Zealand Institute
for Bioeconomy Science Limited]

A clinic trial conducted by the Bioeconomy Science Institute has found that a
New Zealand Boysenberry and apple powder blend, BerriQi®, could ease
ozone-related throat irritation. After controlled exposure, participants taking
BerriQi® reported less discomfort than those on a placebo. The study was
funded by the High-Value Nutrition National Science Challenge, its findings
highlight the potential of fruit bioactives in supporting respiratory resilience amid
rising air pollution challenges.

Innovation Spotlight: The wait to taste new Queensland-grown purple-skinned
pineapples [21 November, ABC News]

Purple-skinned pineapples are being trialled in Queensland by Piñata Farms,
using two varieties sourced from Brazilian breeders. The pineapples have a
sweet, white flesh with low acidity. Queensland produces around 76,000 tonnes
of pineapples annually, and these new varieties offer a way to diversify consumer
choices, amid rising production costs for growers. However, commercial volumes
could take up to 10 years, as Piñata need to expand beyond their 2,000 plants
and assess how well the fruit withstands extreme weather.

This week's headlines
Digital tracing helps NZ Merino boost authentication [24 November, Farmers
Weekly]

New Zealand Merino has expanded its partnership with TextileGenesis to
provide full digital traceability for all ZQ certified and ZQRX regenerative wool.
The expansion replaces manual chain-of-custody system with real-time, verified
supply chain data, giving brand partners farm-to-garment authentication as a
standard feature. The move responds to rising consumer and regulatory
demands, including EU Digital Product Passport and anti-greenwashing laws.

Wind-powered trimaran cuts Atlantic shipping time in half, with near-zero
emissions [22 November, Trend Watching]

French startup VELA is building a 220-foot wind-powered cargo trimaran (multi
hulled boat) designed to cross the Atlantic in under 15 days, about half the time
of conventional container ships. The vessel includes solar-powered temperature-
controlled holds, real-time cargo monitoring, and can dock at smaller terminals.
Scheduled to launch in late 2026, the vessel will carry 600 pallets between
France and the United States, targeting premium and time-sensitive goods like
pharmaceuticals and luxury items.

SFF sets up China chillers for grass-fed cachet [25 November, Farmers Weekly]

Silver Fern Farms has introduced a ‘perfect store’ layout in 120 Chinese
supermarkets to declutter chiller spaces and better showcase grass-fed meat.
The approach dedicates space for SFF’s grass-fed beef alongside a local
competitor, aiming to grow the entire grass-fed category rather than dominate
it. This strategy has supported the launch of snack-sized hamburgers and
strengthened retailer relationships through reliable supply commitments. 

At KPMG, we believe that the future success of New Zealand depends on our
ability and willingness to add value to our primary produce and take it to the
world. Keeping informed on the latest news and discussions is just one of the
ways to make this happen for New Zealand’s most significant contributor to
prosperity.

If others in your organisation would find this publication useful, please forward
this email on to them. They can then subscribe to our weekly newsletter.

Regards,

Ian Proudfoot
Global Head of Agribusiness

Andrew Watene
Head of KPMG Propagate™
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