4 June 2026

Weekly news update from the KPMG Agribusiness
Network

Welcome to this week’s issue of Field Notes, a summary of Agribusiness news
from across the sector, prepared by the KPMG Agribusiness network.

Week in review

In Aotearoa news...

The Agricultural and Marketing Research and Development Trust (AGMARDT)
has opened a transitional Agribusiness Innovation Grant to fund early-stage food
and fibre ideas [2 June, AGMARDT]. The round introduces a short Expression of
Interest (EOI) step to streamline applications, with EOls open until 29 June 2026
and selected applicants progressing to full proposals.

The Government has moved to disestablish the Ministry for the Environment,

folding its functions into a new Ministry for Cities, Environment, Regions and

Transport [28 May, RNZ]. The restructure is intended to consolidate portfolios
and enable more coordinated policy across environmental management,
transport, and regional development.

Mainland Poultry’s Hillgrove Farm near Dunedin has resumed egg_production

after restocking following_ the December 2024 H7N6 outbreak, which led to the

culling_of around 200,000 chickens [2 June, RNZ]. Production has recovered to
~150,000 eggs per day under strict biosecurity controls.

Young_Organic Growers Aotearoa (YOGA)_has been established to connect and
support organic producers under 40 years old across the country [29 May,
Farmers Weekly]. The group aims to reduce isolation and strengthen the sector
through knowledge sharing, collaboration, and industry engagement.

In International news...

The Canadian Government has signed a long-term liquefied natural gas (LNG)

supply_agreement with Germany, covering_one million tonnes per year from the

proposed Ksi Lisims project in British Columbia [29 May, BBC]. The deal runs for
up to 20 years from the early 2030s and marks Canada’s first LNG export
agreement with a European buyer.

Japan has suspended imports of Indian mangoes for the 2026 season after a

vapour heat treatment facility failed a quarantine inspection, breaching

biosecurity standards [29 May, The Independent]. The suspension applies to
shipments certified after 25 March 2026 and marks the first disruption to the

trade in nearly 20 years, which will remain in place until compliance is restored.

Global Dairy Trade (GDT)_has announced plans to establish Singapore as its

global headquarters, reflecting_its increasingly international role in facilitating
dairy trade [2 June, Global Dairy Trade]. The move positions GDT closer to key

customers and trading ecosystems, supporting greater global connectivity whilst
maintaining its role as a trusted, neutral platform for the dairy industry.

China has indicated that Australian beef imports are close to exceeding_the 2026
quota threshold of 205,000 tonnes [2 June, South China Morning Post] . Once
this threshold is reached, an additional 55% safeguard tariff will apply to volumes
above the quota, under a mechanism introduced on 1 January.

Spotlight stories

Innovation Spotlight: Falcon-like flapping_drone drives birds away from
strawberry crops in Qld frial [2 June, ABC News]

Queensland strawberry growers are trialling a falcon mimicking drone developed
by Canadian firm AERIUM Analytics to reduce bird damage, which costs the
Australian horticulture sector an estimated AU$300 million (NZ $364.5 million)
annually. Initial trial results suggest significant reductions in fruit damage, with
the drone mimicking predator flight patterns to deter species such as lorikeets
and improve crop protection and returns.

Al Spotlight: Birdsong_technology used to track wildlife on poultry and pig farms
[28 May, FarmingUK]

United Kingdom-based poultry and pig producer Pilgrim’s Europe is using Al-
powered birdsong monitoring technology from Chirrup.ai across 40 farm sites to
measure biodiversity. Acoustic sensors record sound recordings over a 21-day
period, with Al analysing species-specific calls to identify presence, abundance
and activity levels. The data creates a quantified biodiversity baseline to inform
farm management decisions and support more consistent environmental
reporting across livestock operations.

This week's headlines

World'’s first virtual fencing_code of conduct released [2 June, Farmers Weekly]

Veterinarians for Animal Welfare Aotearoa has released what it describes as the
world’s first code of ethical conduct for virtual livestock fencing, as GPS-enabled
collar systems gain uptake. The code sets requirements for how electric stimuli
are applied and monitored, along with expectations for transparency, data
reporting, and animal welfare oversight. It provides a formal framework to guide
adoption and signals increased scrutiny as on-farm use expands.

Arla Foods and DMK Group officially unite to create Europe’s leading dairy.
cooperative [1 June, Arla Foods]

Denmark-based Arla Foods has agreed to merge with Germany’s DMK Group to
form Europe’s largest farmer-owned dairy cooperative, bringing together around
11,200 farmers across seven countries. The combined entity will produce ~19.4
billion kilograms of milk annually and generate more than €20 billion (NZ $39.5
billion) in revenue, improving scale, processing capability, and global market
competitiveness.

Flesh-eating_screwworm found within 31 miles of US border, says USDA [30
May, Reuters]

The United States Department of Agriculture has reported a New World
screwworm within 31 miles (~50km) of the Mexico border, raising biosecurity
risks for the livestock sector. The parasite lays eggs in open wounds, with larvae
feeding on live tissue, enabling rapid infestation and potential animal mortality if
untreated. Eradication efforts are underway, including sterile fly releases and
increased surveillance to prevent its spread north.

At KPMG, we believe that the future success of New Zealand depends on our
ability and willingness to add value to our primary produce and take it to the
world. Keeping informed on the latest news and discussions is just one of the
ways to make this happen for New Zealand’s most significant contributor to
prosperity.

If others in your organisation would find this publication useful, please forward
this email on to them. They can then subscribe to our weekly newsletter.

Regards,

lan Proudfoot Andrew Watene
Global Head of Agribusiness Head of KPMG Propagate™

X


https://kpmg.com/nz/en/home/industries/agribusiness/field-notes.html?ExcludePageBreak=true
https://agmardt.org.nz/2026-agribusiness-innovation-grant-round/?ExcludePageBreak=true
https://www.farmersweekly.co.nz/politics/ministry-for-the-environment-offically-scrapped-in-parliament-vote/?ExcludePageBreak=true
https://www.farmersweekly.co.nz/news/chooks-back-on-the-lay-as-hillgrove-farm-restocks-poultry-sheds-after-bird-flu-outbreak/?ExcludePageBreak=true
https://www.farmersweekly.co.nz/news/young-organic-grower-group-kicks-off/?ExcludePageBreak=true
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cg4pwxwvz1go?ExcludePageBreak=true
https://www.independent.co.uk/asia/india/japan-india-ban-mango-imports-b2985870.html?ExcludePageBreak=true
https://www.globaldairytrade.info/en/about-us/announcements/gdt-singapore/?ExcludePageBreak=true
https://www.scmp.com/economy/china-economy/article/3355698/australian-beef-will-soon-be-hit-55-tariff-china-ministry-says?ExcludePageBreak=true
https://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/2026-06-02/falcon-drone-scares-birds-away-strawberry-crops-queensland/106674566?ExcludePageBreak=true
https://www.farminguk.com/news/birdsong-technology-used-to-track-wildlife-on-poultry-and-pig-farms_68567.html?ExcludePageBreak=true
https://www.farmersweekly.co.nz/technology/worlds-first-virtual-fencing-code-of-conduct-released/?ExcludePageBreak=true
https://www.arla.com/company/news-and-press/2026/pressrelease/arla-foods-and-dmk-group-officially-unite-to-create-europes-leading-dairy-cooperative/?ExcludePageBreak=true
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/flesh-eating-screwworm-found-within-31-miles-us-border-says-usda-2026-05-29/?ExcludePageBreak=true
https://communication.kpmg.co.nz/5/136/agri-business/field-notes-subscription.asp?ExcludePageBreak=true
https://www.linkedin.com/company/kpmg-new-zealand?ExcludePageBreak=true
https://twitter.com/kpmgnz?ExcludePageBreak=true
https://home.kpmg.com/nz/en/home/misc/legal.html?ExcludePageBreak=true
https://home.kpmg.com/nz/en/home/misc/privacy.html?ExcludePageBreak=true
https://home.kpmg.com/nz/en/home.html?ExcludePageBreak=true

