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Policy Watch

Tracking regulatory shifts that matter to business

Jan 2026 KPMG in Vietnam

Welcome to this month’s Policy Watch, highlighting regulatory and policy developments shaping Vietnam’s business
environment. This edition focuses on December updates across tax and personal income rules, electronic labour
contracts, customs and tax administration, corporate income tax guidance.

As always, KPMG in Vietnam remains committed to supporting clients through proactive policy engagement and
strategic advisory.

I 1. Dec 2025 Highlights

A summary of major legal and regulatory developments in December 2025 that may significantly impact businesses
in Vietnam.
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12 Jan 2026 Key HR compliance updates

Tax amendment periods are shortened, audit timelines extended, and new personal English
income tax exemptions introduced alongside digital issuance of work permits.

12 Jan 2026 Electronic labour contracts go fully digital English
New standardized rules for electronic labour contracts now require contract data to .
; Vietnamese
be uploaded to the national labour platform.
8 Jan 2026 Customs and tax administration tightened English
Updated procedures introduce new reporting templates, stricter controls on export- Vi
. . ) . iethamese
processing operations and enhanced electronic customs valuation.
7 Jan 2026 International Financial Center officially launched
English

Vietnam has launched its International Financial Center, setting membership and
investment rules alongside preferential tax treatment, import duty relief and flexible Vietnamese
accounting standards to attract global financial and technology investors.

18 Dec 2025 Corporate income tax framework revised English

New corporate tax guidance updates foreign capital transfer taxation, expense Vietnamese

deductibility and incentive mechanisms.

I 2. On the Radar

A look ahead at regulatory proposals and reforms currently in motion.

2026 State sector repositioned at the center of growth strategy

Politburo Resolution No.79-NQ/TW reaffirms the leading role of the state sector in strategic industries and
infrastructure, signaling shifts in capital allocation and large project execution.

Read more: here

Jan 2026 E-commerce enforcement moves from lawmaking to execution

Authorities are rolling out enforcement for new digital commerce rules, expanding platform and cross-
border seller obligations on verification, data control and consumer protection.

Read more: here

2026 Corporate renewable power market nearing activation

The direct power purchasing framework is nearing final release, enabling renewable developers and large
buyers to unlock stalled procurement and investment pipelines.

Read more: here

Jan 2026 Digital platform oversight tightens on tax and content control

Enforcement on foreign digital platforms is advancing on tax compliance and content governance,
prompting operational and pricing adjustments.

Read more: here

Jan 2026 Tax and e-invoice penalty regime stiffens

Higher penalty ceilings for tax and e-invoice violations are now in force, reinforcing stricter compliance in
accounting and reporting.

Read more: here
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I 3. KPMG Public Affairs

22 Dec — Warrick Cleine MBE, Chairman and CEO, KPMG Vietnam and Cambodia, participated in working
sessions on International Financial Center development in Ho Chi Minh City and Da Nang, contributing
international perspectives to policy and ecosystem design.

See more on the News

16 Dec — KPMG partnered with the Taiwan Chamber of Commerce to host the seminar “Crossing Boundaries: New
Asset Routes Launched by the Asian Asset Management Center”, bringing together business leaders to discuss
emerging Asian investment pathways.

12 Dec — KPMG was recognized as “Outstanding M&A Advisory Firm 2024—2025” for the 27th consecutive year at
the M&A Vietnam Forum organized by Vietnam Investment Review under the Ministry of Finance.

11 Dec — KPMG co-hosted a Business Luncheon with EuroCham and AusCham to discuss Resolution 68 and its
implications for private-sector competitiveness, governance and partnership-readiness in Vietnam.

10 Dec — KPMG participated in the China—Vietnam E-commerce Cooperation Forum at CIEIE 2025, sharing legal
and regulatory insights on cross-border investment, licensing and digital commerce operations in Vietnam.

5 Dec — KPMG joined an industry workshop on “Al in Banking”, discussing operational transformation opportunities
and data governance and regulatory compliance risks in Vietnam’s financial sector.

Best regards,
KPMG in Vietnam
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